2:45-3:15

3:15-5:00

5:00

12:30-2:00

2:00-4:00

5:00

Break

Session 6: American Patriotism
(Discussion Leader: David Azerrad)
Readings:

* Alexis de Tocqueville, “On Public Spirit in United States,” in
Democracy in America (1835), 225-227 (Mansfield and Winthrop trans.)
» Samuel Adams, “On American Independence” (1776)

* John Jay, “The Federalist No. 2 (1787)

* Daniel Webster, “Bunker Hill Monument Oration™ (1825)

* Francis Scott Key, “The Star-Spangled Banner” (1814)

» Samuel F. Smith, “My Country, 'Tis of Thee” (1831)

* Julia Ward Howe, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” (1861)
» Abraham Lincoln, “The Gettysburg Address” (1863)

* Theodore Roosevelt, “True Americanism” (1894)

« Katharine Lee Bates, “America the Beautiful” (1895)

* [rving Berlin, “God Bless America” (1938)

* Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream” (1963)

* President Donald Trump, “Mount Rushmore Speech” (2020)

Dinner
Sunday, June 13
Lunch
Session 7: American Patriotism
(Discussion Leader: David Azerrad)
Readings/Panelists

* James Innes Randolph, “I’'m a Good OI’ Rebel” (1860s)
» Stokely Carmichael and Charles Hamilton, Black Power: The Politics of
Liberation (1967), 34-56
* Stokely Carmichael, “What We Want,” New York Review of
Books (1966), excerpt
» The Combahee River Collective, “The Combahee River Collective
Statement™ (1977)
* Howard Zinn, “Afterword,” A4 People’s History of the United
States (1999)
* John Rawls, Justice as Fairness (2000), 11.16.1 (55-56)
* Peter Singer, One World Now: The Ethics of Globalization (2016), 1- 15,
196-197

Dinner



Session 2



fain himself in his state unless there is an extraordinary and
excessive force which deprives him of it; and should he be
deprived Qf it, if any mishap whatever befalls the occupier,
pe reacquires it.

We have in Italy, for example, the duke of Ferrara,
who, for no other cause than that his line was ancient in that
Jominion, did not succumb to the attacks of the Venetians
in '84, nor to those of Pope Julius in ’10.* For the natural
prince has less cause and less necessity to offend;® hence it is
fieting that he be more loved. And if extraordinary vices do
not make him hated, it is reasonable that he will naturally
have the good will of his own. In the antiquity and continu-
ity of the dominion the memories and causes of innovations
Jre eliminated; for one change always leaves a dentation® for
the building of another.

4. NM speaks of two dukes of Ferrara as if they were one: Ercole
d'Este (1431-1505) and his son Alfonso d’Este (1476-1534). Ercole was
defeated by the Venetians in 1484, and Alfonso was temporarily deprived
of his principality by Pope Julius in 1510.

5. Offendereisnot merely toslight, butto harmsoasto cause offense.

6. A dentation is a toothed wall left on the side of a building so that
another building may be attached to it. NM’s metaphor compares the
hereditary, or “natural,” principality to a row of houses continually added
to but never finished and, as it were, not begun from the beginning.

es[1] 20
Of Mixed Principalities

But the difficulties reside in the new principality. First, if it
is not altogether new but like an added member (so that
taken as a whole it can be called almost mixed), its in-
stability arises in the first place from a natural difficulty that




exists in all new principalities. This is' that men Wﬂhngly
change their lords in the belief that they will fare better this
belief makes them take up arms against him, in which the
are deceived because they see later by experience that they
have done worse. That follows from another natural ang
ordinary necessity which requires that one must always
offend those over whom he becomes a new prince, both
with men-at-arms and with infinite other injuries that the
new acquisition brings in its wake. So you have as enemieg
all those whom you have offended in seizing that principa].
ity, and you cannot keep as friends those who have put yoy
there because you cannot satisfy them in the mode they had
presumed and because you cannot use strong medicines
against them, since you are obligated to them. For even
though one may have the strongest of armies, he always
needs the support of the inhabitants of a province? in or.
der to enter it. Through these causes Louis XII of France
quickly occupied Milan, and quickly lost it; and Ludovico’s
own forces were enough to take it from him the first time.3
For those people which had opened the gates to him, find-
ing themselves deceived in their opinion and in that future
good they had presumed for themselves, were unable to
tolerate the vexations of the new prince.

Itis indeed true that when countries that have rebelled
are later acquired for the second time, they are lost with
more difficulty, because the lord, seizing the opportunity
offered by the rebellion, is less hesitant* to secure himself by

1. lit.: these are.

2. “Province” refers to a country or region that may be larger or
smaller than a “state”

3. Ludovico Sforza, il Moro, was duke of Milan ffom 1494 until
Milan wasseized from him in September 1499 by Louis XII. He recaptured
Milan in February 1500 but was betrayed by his Swiss mercenaries at
Novara, when the French acquired it in April “for the second time” The
French then lost Milan in 1512 after the battle of Ravenna to the Holy
League led by Pope Julius If, “the whole world.”

4. respettivoisalso translated as “cautious”; see especially Chapter 25.
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shing offenders, exposing suspects, and p.rovidmg for
pur If in the weakest spots. So it was that, if one Duke
s ico stirring up a commotion at the borders was
LUdo;L to make France lose Milan the first time, to make
er'1.:)uthen lose it the second time, the whole world had to be
o st him, and his armies eliminated or chased from Italy:
g I;rises ﬁ:om the causes given above. Nonetl.leless, both
gllzsﬁrst and the second times it was taken from hlr_n. _
The universal causes of the first have been discussed; it
remains now to say what were the causes of the? second, and
to see what remedies there were to hup, V\{hlch someone
in his situation could use so as to maintain thselbetter in
his acquisition than France did. Now [ say, that suc ;tﬁ'Fes
which, when acquired, are added to an ancient state o 11'3
who acquires them, are either of the same province }iu}d
ame language, or not. When they are, they may be f‘re :
with great ease, especially if t.}z?y are not used to h\{lng ee;i
and to possess them securely it is eno_ugh to have eliminate
the line of the prince whose d(_)mguons they were. For
when their old conditions are maintained for them in othc_:r
things and there is no disparity of customs, men live qui-
etly—as it may be seen that Burgugdy, Brittany, Gascony,
and Normandy, which have been with France for so long a
time, have done;® and although there may b_e some disparity
of language, nonetheless the customs are similar, and ti_ley
can easily bear with one another. And whoever acquires
them, if he wants to hold them, must have two concerns:
one, that the bloodline of their ancient prmce_be eliminated,;
the other, not to alter either their laws or their taxes: so thz}t
in a very short time it becomes one whole body with their
cient principality. . '
N Burt) whefl or?; acquires statesin a provinf:e dlspgrate in
language, customs, and orders, here are the dxfﬁgultles, and
here one needs to have great fortune and great industry to

s. Burgundy since 1477, Brittany 1491, Gascony 1453, and Nor-
mandy 1204.



hold them; and one of the greatest and quickest remegj
would be for whoever acquires it to go there to live 3
person. This would make that possession more Secure a;d
more lasting, as the Turk has done in Greece. Despite al th
other orders observed by him so as to hold that state, ifhe
had not gone there to live, it would not have been possible
for him to hold it. For if you stay there, disorders may b:
seen as they arise, and you can soon remedy them; if you
are not there, disorders become understood when they are
great and there is no longer a remedy. Besides this, the
province is not despoiled by your officials; the subjects are
satisfied with ready access to the prince, so that they haya
more cause to love him if they want to be good and, if they
want to be otherwise, more cause to fear him. Whateye
outsider might want to attack that state has more hesitation
in doing so; hence, when one lives in it, one can lose it with
the greatest difficulty.

The other, better remedy is to send colonies that are, a
it were, fetters of that state, to one or two places, because it
is necessary either to do this or to hold them with many
men-at-arms and infantry. One does not spend much on
colonies, and without expense of one’s own, or with little,
one may send them and hold them; and one offends only
those from whom one takes fields and houses in order to
give them to new inhabitants—who are a very small part of
that state. And those whom he offends, since they remain
dispersed and poor, can never harm him, while all the others
remain on the one hand unhurt, and for this they should be
quiet; on the other, they are afraid to err from fear that
what happened to the despoiled might happen to them. I
conclude that such colonies are not costly, are more faithful,
and less offensive; and those who are offended can do no
harm, since they are poor and dispersed as was said. For this
has to be noted: that men should either be caressed or elimi-
nated, because they avenge themselves for slight offenses
but cannot do so for grave ones; so the offense one does toa

IO

man should be such that one does not fear revenge for it.
But when one holds a state with men-at-arms in place of
colonies, one spends much more since one has to consume
the income of that state in guarding it. So the acquisition
s to loss, and one offends much more because one harms
whole state as one’s army moves around for lodgings.
ne feels this hardship, and each becomes one’s en-
emy: and these are enemj.es thaF can harm one since they
remain, though defeated, in their homes. From every side,
therefore, keeping guard in this way is as useless as keeping
ard by means of colonies is useful.

Whoever is in a province that is disparate, as was said,
should also make himself head and defender of the neigh-
boring lesser powers, and contrive to weaken the povgerful
in that province and to take care that through some acc_1dept
2 foreigner as powerful as he does not enter there..And it will
always turn out that a foreigner will be brought in by those
in the province who are malcontent either because of too
much ambition or out of fear, as once the Aetolians were
seen to bring the Romans into Greece; and in every other

rovince they entered, they were brought in by its inhabi-
tants. And the order of things is such that as soon as a
powerful foreigner enters a province, all those in it who are
Jess powerful adhere to him, moved by the envy they have
against whoever has held power over them. So with respect
to these lesser powers, he has no trouble in gaining them,
because all together they quickly and willingly make one
mass with the state that he has acquired there. He has only to
worry that these lesser powers may get too much force and
too much authority; and with his forces and their support he
can easily put down those who are powerfil, so as to remain
arbiter of that province in everything. And whoever does
not conduct this policy well will soon lose what he has
acquired, and while he holds it, will have infinite difficulties

and vexations within it.
The Romans observed these policies well in the

the
Everyo
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provinces they took. They sent out colonies, indulged the
lesser powers without Increasing their power, put doy
the powerful, and did not allow foreign powers tq gain
reputation there. And I want the province of Greece alone
to suffice as an example. The Achaeans and the Aetoliang
were indulged by the Romans; the kingdom of the Magq.
donians was brought down and Antiochus was chased oy,
Nor did the merits of the Achaeans or those of the Aetoliang
make the Romans permit them to increase any state of
theirs; nor did the persuasions of Philip ever induce them to
be his friends without putting him down; nor could the
power of Antiochus make them consent to his holding any
state in that province. For the Romans did in these cases
what all wise princes should do: they not only have to haye
regard for present troubles® but also for future ones, angd
they have to avoid these with all their industry becauge,
when one foresees from afar, one can easily find a remedy
for them but when you wait until they come close to yo,
the medicine is not in time because the disease has become
incurable. And it happens with this as the physicians say of
consumption, that in the beginning of the illness it is easy to
cure and difficult to recognize, but in the progress of time,
when it has not been recognized and treated in the begin-
ning, it becomes easy to recognize and difficult to cure, Soit
happens in affairs of state, because when one recognizes
from afar the evils that arise in a state (which is not given but
to one who is prudent), they are soon healed: but when they
are left to grow because they were not recognized, to the
point that everyone recognizes them, there is no longer any
remedy for them.

Thus, the Romans, seeing inconveniences from afar,
always found remedies for them and never allowed them to
continue 50 as to escape a war, because they knew that war
may not be avoided but is deferred to the advantage of

6. lit.: scandals.
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s. So they decided to make war with Phili'p and Anuc—1
'in Greece in order not to have to do so in Italy;‘ an
R ould have avoided both one and the other for a time,
theydie did not want to. Nor did that saying ever please
¥ wslflich is every day in the mouths of the wise men of
i es—to enjoy the benefit of time—but rather, they
P u:(li the benefit of their virtue and prudence._ For time
enJ;Y s everything before it and can bring with it good as
S“;ﬂ 3[,)5 evil and evil as well as good. i
¥ But let us return to France and examine whether h.e
pas done any of the things spoken of. I will speak of Lm;lls
nd not of Charles,” as the steps of the former, because z
;eld his possession in Italy longer, may be seen better. A}:l
ou® will see that he did the contrary of the_thmgs that
should be done to hold a state in a disparate province. - ]
King Louis was brought into Italy by the ambition o
the Venetians, who wanted to gain half the state of Lom-
bardy for themselves by his coming. I do not want to blame
the course adopted by the king; for since he wan_ted togbeg};p
by gaining a foothold in Italy, and having no frlends int sf
province, indeed, having all doors closed to him because o
the conduct of King Charles, he was fo'rced to take whatc-1
ever friendships he could get. And hgw.ng ﬁrrnly_ adopte
this course he would have succeeded if in managing othc;
things he had not made some error. Thqs, when he ha
acquired Lombardy, the king regalped quickly t'he reputa-
tion that Charles had taken from him: Genoa'ylelded, and
the Florentines became his friends; the marquis of Mantua,
duke of Ferrara, Bentivoglio, Madonna of Forli, thf. lords of
Faenza, of Pesaro, of Rimini, of Camerino, of Piombino,
the Luccans, Pisans, and Sienese—everyone came to n}eet
him so as to become his friend. And then the Venetians

other

7. Of Louis XII, not of Charles VIII; the latter’s invasion of Italy in
September 1494 lasted only until October 1495.
8. The formal or plural you.

13




princes and how it should be observed.' Thus, King Loy
lost Lombardy for not having observed any of the conditimi
observed by others who have taken provinces and Wisheg
to hold them. Nor is this any miracle, but very ordinare |
and reasonable. And I spoke of this matter at Nanteg With
Rouen'* when Valentino (for so Cesare Borgia, son of Pope
Alexander, was called by the people) was occupying R,
magna. For when the cardinal of Rouen said to me that the
Italians do not understand war, I replied to him thag the
French do not understand the state, because if they undep.
stood they would not have let the Church come to gy
greatness. And it may be seen from experience that the |
greatness in Italy of the Church and of Spain has been caygeg
by France, and France’s ruin caused by them. From this ope
may draw a general rule that never or rarely fails: whoeverjs
the cause of someone’s becoming powerful is ruined; fo
that power has been caused by him either with industry o
with force, and both the one and the other of these two are
suspect to whoever has become powerful.

13. See Chapter 18 below.

14. During NM’s first diplomatic mission to France; see his leteer
of November 21, 1500.

eIV ew

Why the Kingdom of Darius
Which Alexander Seized Did Not
Rebel from His Successors after
Alexander’s Death

The difficulties that are involved in holding a state newly
acquired having been considered, one might marvel at how
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gon of a city accustomed to living free and does not destroy
it, should expect to be destroyed.by it; for it always has asa
refuge in rebellion the name of hbe_rty and its own ancient
orders which are never forgotten either through length of
fme or because of benefits received. Whatever one does
of provides for, unless the inhabitants are broken up or
dispersed, they will not forget that name and those orders,
ond will immediately recur to them upon any accident as did
Pisa after having been kept in servitude a hundred years by
the Florentines.” But, when cities or provinces are used to
Jiving under a prince, and his bloodline is eliminated—since
on the one hand they are used to obeying, and on the other
they do not have the old prince—they will not agree to
make one from among themselves and they do not know
how to live free. So they are slower to take up arms, and a
prince can gain them with greater ease and can secure him-
self against them. But in republics there is greater life,
greater hatred, more desire for revenge; the memory of
their ancient liberty does not and cannot let them rest,
so that the most secure path is to eliminate them or live
inthem.

3. Pisa was acquired by Florence in 1405 and lost in 1494 because
of the invasion of the king of France, Charles VIIL

esVizw
Of New Principalities That Are

Acquired through One’s Own

Arms and Virtue

No one should marvel if, in speaking as I will do of prin-
cipalities that are altogether new both in prince and in state,
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I bring up the greatest examples. For since men alm
dways walk on paths beaten by others and proceed in h0§
actions by imitation, unable either to stay on the pat}tl 3
pthers altogether or to attain the virtue of those whom .
imitate, a prudent man should always enter upon the 3
beaten by great men, and imitate those who have beeni?ths
gxceﬂent, so that if his own virtue does not reach that faros't
is at least in the odor of it. He should do as prudent archg .
do when the place they plan to hit appears too distant aem
kngwmg how far the strength! of their bow carries, the ;
their aim much higher than the place intended, not to rgase}:
such height with their arrow, but to be able with the aidc
so high an aim to achieve their plan, ;
Isay, then, that in altogether new principalities, wherg
.there 1s a new prince, one encounters more or less difficul
In maintaining them according to whether the one whtz
acquires them is more or less virtuous. And because th
result of becoming prince from private individual presu S
poses either virtue or fortune, it appears that one or tﬁe
other of these two things relieves in part many difficulties;
nqnetheless, he who has relied less on fortune has main:
tampd himself more. To have the prince compelled to come
to 11\.76 there in person, because he has no other states, makes
it .su]l easier. But, to come to those who have become
princes by their own virtue and not by fortune, I say that the
most exce]_lent are Moses, Cyrus, Romulus, Theseus, and
the like. And although one should not reason about Moses
as he.was a mere executor of things that had been ordereé
for him by God, nonetheless he should be admired if only
for that grace which made him deserving of speaking with
God. But let us consider Cyrus and the others who have
acguired or founded kingdoms: you? will find them all ad-
mirable; and if their particular actions and orders are consid-

1. lit.: virtue.
2. The formal or plural you.
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they will appear no different from those of Moses,
had so great a teacher. And as one examines their
nd lives, one does not see that they had anything
dse from fortune than the opportunity, which gave them
the mAtter enabling them to introduce any form they
Pleased~ Without t}}at- opportunity .thelr virtue .of spirit
would have been eliminated, gnd mthout that virtue the
oppol’tunij would have come in vain.

It was necessary then for Moses to find the people of
fsrael in EgypE, enslaved and oppressed by the Egyptians, so
that they would be disposed to follow him so as to get out of
their servitude. It was fitting that Romulus not be received
in Alba, that he should have been exposed at birth, if he was
t become king of Rome and founder of that fatherland.
Cyrus needed to find the Persians malcontent with the
empire of the Medes, and the Medes soft and effeminate
pecause of a long peace. Theseus could not have demon-
strated his virtue if he had not found the Athenians dis-
persed. Such opportunities, therefore, made these men
happy, and their excellent virtue enabled the opportunity to
be recognized; hence their fatherlands were ennobled by it
and became very happy.

Those like these men, who become princes by the
paths of virtue, acquire their principality with difficulty but
hold it with ease; and the difficulties they have in acquiring
their principality arise in part from the new orders and
modes that they are forced to introduce so as to found their
state and their security. And it should be considered that
nothing is more difficult to handle, more doubtful of suc-
cess, nor more dangerous to manage, than to put oneself at
the head of introducing new orders. For the introducer has
all those who benefit from the old orders as enemies, and he
has lukewarm defenders in all those who might benefit
from the new orders. This lukewarmness arises partly from
fear of adversaries who have the laws on their side and
partly from the incredulity of men, who do not truly be-

efed,
who
actions 2
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lieve in new things unless they come to have a firm eXperi.
ence of them. Consequently, whenever those who ap
enemies have opportunity to attack, they do so with Partisay
zeal, and the others defend lukewarmly so that one is in peri]
along with them. It is however necessary, if one wants ¢q
discuss this aspect well, to examine whether these INnova.
tors stand by themselves or depend on others; that is

whether to carry out their deed they must beg® or indeeé
can use force. In the first case they always come to ill ang
never accomplish anything; but when they depend on their
own and are able to use force, then it is that they are rarely jn
peril. From this it arises that all the armed prophets cone
quered and the unarmed ones were ruined. For, besides the
things that have been said, the nature of peoples is Vvariable;
and it is easy to persuade them of something, but difficult tq
keep them in that persuasion. And thus things must be
ordered in such a mode that when they no longer believe,
one can make them believe by force. Moses, Cyrus, The-
seus, and Romulus would not have been able to make their
peoples observe their constitutions for long if they had been
unarmed, as happened in our times to Brother Girolamo
Savonarola. He was ruined in his new orders as soon as the
multitude began not to believe in them, and he had no
mode for holding firm those who had believed nor for mak~
ing unbelievers believe.* Men such as these, therefore, find
great difficulty in conducting their affairs; all their dangers
are along the path, and they must overcome them with
virtue. But once they have overcome them and they begin
to be held in veneration, having eliminated those who had

3. Orpray.

4. Savonarola (1452—98) was a Dominican friar who came to Flot-
ence to preachin 1481, and succeeded in convincing the Florentines, who
thought themselves “neither rude nor ignorant” that “he spoke with
God.” Cf. Discourses on Livy I 11, where NM praises this accomplishment
and does not refer, as he does here, to Savonarola’s terrible end by burning
at the stake.
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qavied them for their quality, they remain powerful, secure,
;Onored, and happy. :
To such high examples [ want to .add a lesser example,
put it will have some proportion with the ot.he?ts agd I
¢ it to suffice for all other similar cases: this is Hiero
Wfarslyracuse- From private individual he became prince of
(S) Jcuse, nor did he receive anything more from fortune
than the opportunity. For when the -Syracusans were op-
ressed, they chose him as their captain, and from there he
roved worthy of being made their prince. And he was of
such virtue, even in private fortune, thz_it he who wrote of
pim said “that he lacked nothing of bej'l‘ng a king except a
kingdom.”* Hiero eliminated the ol'd military and organized
2 new one; he left his old friendships and made new ones;
and when he had friendships and soldiers that were h1§ own,
he could build any building on top of such a foyndatloq; SO
he went through a great deal of trouble to acquire, and little

to maintain.

5. Possible sources: Polybius, I 8, 16; VII 8; Livy XXIV 4;Just‘in,
XXIII 4; 1 Samuel 18: 8. Cf. the Dedicatory Letter to the Discourses on Livy.

s VIilew
Of New Principalities That Are
Acquired by Others’ Arms
and Fortune

Those who become princes from private individual .sole'ly
by fortune become so with little trouble, but maintain
themselves with much. They have no difficulty along the
path because they fly there, but all the difficulties arise when
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they are in place. And such princes come to be whe
is given to someone either for money or by the
whoever gives it, as happened to many in Greec
cities of Ionia and of the Hellespont, where they w
princes by Darius so that they might hold on to th
for his security and glory;' as also those emperors w

122 stage
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€, in the
Cre made
ose ciﬁe;
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who from private individual attained the empire threy,

corrupting the soldiers.? These persons rest simply op the
will and fortune of whoever has given a state to them, whig
are two very inconstant and unstable things. They do pey
know how to hold and they cannot hold that rank- they dg
not know how, because if one is not a man of great ingeny;
and virtue, it is not reasonable, that having always lived iy
private fortune, he should know how to command; they
cannot hold that rank because they do not have forces that
can be friendly and faithful to them. Then, too, states that
come to be suddenly, like all other things in nature that
are born and grow quickly, cannot have roots and branches
so that the first adverse weather® eliminates themﬁun.,
less, indeed, as was said, those who have suddenly become
princes have so much virtue that they know immediately
how to prepare to keep what fortune has placed in their laps;
and the foundations that others have laid before becoming
princes they lay afterwards.

To both of the modes mentioned of becoming prince,
by virtue or by fortune, I want to bring up two examples
that have occurred in days within our memory; and these
are Francesco Sforza and Cesare Borgia. Francesco became
duke of Milan from private individual by proper means* and
with a great virtue of his own; and that which he had
acquired with a thousand pains he maintained with litde
trouble. On the other hand Cesare Borgia, called Duke

1. DariusI (521-486 B.c.), not Darius II1 of Chapter 4.

2. On the election of Roman emperors by soldiers, see Chapter 19.
3. Or time,.

4. For this phrase see NM, Discourses on Livy T 41.
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: e vulgar, acquired his state through the for-
Val&ﬂtl? &E?:gler ar;gd lostqit through the same, not\yith-
iiitl)lg the fact that he made use of every deed and did all
stan things that should be done by a prudent and virtuous
ghoscto ut his roots in the states that the arms and fortune of
thers lfad given him. For, as was said above, Whogver does
A jay his foundations at first might be able, with great
e eYto Jay them later, although they might have to be
w%uw’ith hardship for the architect and with danger to the
Ia:lﬂding. Thus, if one considers all the steps of the d1_.1ke,
; will see that he had laid for himself great foundatpns
onefuture power, which I do not judge superfluous to dis-
k. . for I do not know what better teaching I could give to
cusi,w prince than the example of his actions. And if his
ercllers did not bring profit to him, it was not his fat}lt,
pecause this arose from an extraordinary and extreme malig-
i rtune.
i Ojilfgxander VI had very many difficulties, both present
and future, when he decided to make his son the duk§ great.
First, he did not see the path to being able to make him lord
of any state that was not a state of the Church; and when he
decided to take that of the Church, he knew that the duke of
Milan and the Venetians would not consent to 1t beca}lse
Faenza and Rimini had for long been under the protection
of the Venetians. Besides this, he saw that the arms of Italy,
and especially the arms of anyone whom he might have
been able to make use of, were in the hands of those who
had to fear the greatness of the pope; and so he could not
trust them, as they were all with the Orsini and the Colonna
and their accomplices.® It was thus necessary to upset those
orders and to bring disorder to their states so as to be able to
make himself lord securely of part of them. This was easy
for him, because he found that the Venetians, moved by
other causes, were engaged in getting the French to come

5. The Orsini and Colonna were the two principal noble families
of Rome which had long fought for control of Rome and the papacy.
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back into Italy, which he not only did not o
easier by the dissolution of theyfonner mapg);gebztfm?de
Louis. So the king came into Italy with the aid of the Vi
tlaps and the consent of Alexander, and he was no Soonent.;
Milan than the pope got men from him for a campaj 5
Romagna, which was granted to him because of the regn .
tion of the king. So after the duke had acquired ROHI; -
and beaten down the Colonna, two things preventeda ;
from nllaintaining that and going further ahead: one that hjg
arms did not appear to him to be faithful; the other ,the ;
o_f France: that is, the Orsini arms of which he hazi aVajvfﬂI
himself might fail under him, and not only prevent hﬁg
from acquiringbut also take away what he had acquired: and
the king might also do the same to him. He had a te,st £
the Orsini when, after the capture of Faenza, he attack:d
Bologna and saw them go coolly to that attack; and regard.
ing the king, the duke knew his mind when after he had
ta‘ken the duchy of Urbino, he attacked Tuscany, and the
kmg made him desist from that campaign. Hence the duke
decided to depend no longer on the arms and fortune of
others. And the first thing he did was to weaken the Orsing
and Colonna parties in Rome. For he gained to himselfall
their adherents, who were gentlemen, by making them hig
gentlemen and by giving them large allowances: and he
honorr_:d them, according to their qualities, with commands
and with government posts, so that in a few months the
partisan affections in their minds were eliminated, and all
affection turned toward the duke. After this he waited foran
opportunity to eliminate the heads of the Orsini, since he
had dispersed those of the Colonna house. A good one came
to him, and he used it better; for when the Orsini became
aware, .late, that the greatness of the duke and of the Church
was ruin for them, they held a meeting at Magione, near
Perugia.® From that arose rebellion in Urbino, tumults in

6. October 9, 1502.
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4. and infinite dangers for the duke, who overcame
Romaﬁ‘il v\’rith the aid of the French. And when his reputa-
t!qcmhad been restored, he trusted neither France nor other
uon 4l forces, and so as not to put them to the test, he
exteﬂ:i to deceit. He knew so well how to dissimulate his
Fumet that the Orsini themselves, through Signor Paolo,
mte;ne reconciled with him. The duke did not fail to
lf,:lfcln every kind of duty to secure Signor Pe}olq, giyipg
him mODeY, garments, and horses, so Fhiilt tht?lr simplicity
prought them into the duke’s hands at Slnlgz}gl1a.7 So, when
these heads had been eliminated, and their partisans had
peen turned into his friends, the duke had laid very gqod
foundations for his power, since he had all Romagna with
the duchy of Utbino. He thought, especially, that he‘had
acquired the friendship of Romagna, and that he had gained
Jll those peoples to himself since they had begun to taste
well-being. /

And because this point is deserving of notice and of
being imitated by others, I do not want to leave it out. Once
the duke had taken over Romagna, he found it had been
commanded by impotent lords who had been readie‘r to
despoil their subjects than to correct them, ?nd hgd given
their subjects matter for disunion, not for union. Since that
province was quite full of robberies, quarrels, and every
other kind of insolence, he judged it necessary to give it
good government, if he wanted to reduce it to peace fmd
obedience to a kingly arm. So he put there Messer Remirro
de Orco, a cruel and ready man, to whom he gave the fullest
power.® In a short time Remirro reduced it to peace and
unity, with the very greatest reputation for himself. Then

7. See NM’snarration of thiseventin “A Description of the Method
Used by Duke Valentino in Killing Vitellozzo Vitelli, Oliverotto da Fermo,
and Others.” in Allan Gilbert, trans., Chief Works of Machiavelli, 3 vols.
(Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 196 5), 1:163—69. _

8. power: pofestd, not potenzia; the phrase recalls the papal claim of
plenitudo potestatis.

29




the duke judged that such excessive authority was nog neg
essary, because he feared that it might become hateful; an‘
he set up a civil court in the middle of the province, With 5
most excellent president, where each city had its advocyg,
And because he knew that past rigors had generated SOrne:
hatred for Remirro, to purge the spirits of that people apg o
gain them entirely to himself, he wished to show that if ap
cruelty had been committed, this had not come from hip,
but from the harsh nature of his minister. And having sejzeq
this opportunity, he had him placed one morning in the
piazza at Cesena in two pieces, with a piece of wood and
bloody knife beside him. The ferocity of this spectacle left
the people at once satisfied and stupefied.
But let us return to where we left off, I say that whep
the duke found himself very powerful and secure in part
against present dangers—since he had armed to suit himself
and had in good part eliminated those arms which were near
enough to have attacked® him-—there remained for him, if
he wanted to proceed with acquisition, to consider the king
of France. For he knew that this would not be tolerated by
the king, who had been late to perceive his error. And so he
began to seek out new friendships and to vacillate with
France in the expedition that the French were making to-
ward the kingdom of Naples against the Spanish who wete
besieging Gaeta. His intent was to secure himself against
them:'® in which he would soon have succeeded, if Alexan-
der had lived.
And these were his arrangements as to present things,
But as to the future, he had to fear, first, that 2 new suc-
cessor in the Church might not be friendly to him and
might seek to take away what Alexander had given him, He
thought he might secure himself against this in four modes:
first, to eliminate'the bloodlines of all those lords he had

9. lit.: offended.
10. assure himself of Spanish support, or against the French.
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iled, so as to take that opportunity away from the

despo

. second, to win over to himself all the gentlemen in
0 c,e as was said, s0 as to be able to hold the pope in check
Om [

B hem; third, to make the College of Cardinal; as much
w?th the c’ould; fourth, to acquire so much empire before
g e died that he could resist a first attack'" on his own.
thet%?s)e four things he had accomplished three at the death
Ot:glexander; the fourth he almost accomplished. For of the
i ds he had despoiled he killed as many as he could reach,
]ord very few saved themselves; the Roman gentlemen had
A won over to himself; in the College he had a very large
been‘ and as to new acquisition, he had planned to bectome
1;;? <;ver Tuscany, he already possessgd Perugig and Piom-
bino, and he had taken Pisa under his protection. Apd, as
soon as he did not have to pay regard to France (which he
did not have to do any longer, since the French had already
peen stripped of the kingdom by the SpaniAsh, 50 that §ach of
them was forced of necessity to buy' his frlendshlp),. he
would have jumped on Pisa. After this, Lucca and Siena
would have quickly yielded, in part through envy of the
Florentines, in part through fear; the Florentines had no
remedy. If he had succeeded in this (as he was succeec.hng
the same year that Alexander died), he would have acquired
such force and reputation that he would have stood by
himself and would no longer have depended on the fortune
and force of someone else, but on his own power'? and
virtue. But Alexander died five years after he'* had begun to
draw his sword. He left the duke with only the state of
Romagna consolidated, with all the others in' the air, be-
tween two very powerful enemy armies, and sick to death.
And there was such ferocity and such virtue in the duke, and
he knew so well how men have to be won over or lost, and

11. lit.: impetus.
12. pofenzia.
13. Alexander or Cesare?
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so sound were the foundations that he had laid j
time, that if he had not had these armies on his back o 1ef
he had been healthy, he would have been equal to eya
difficulty. And that his foundations were good one may sea:
Romagna waited for him for more than a month: in Rome.
though he was half-alive, he remained secure: and a.lthougl;
the Baglioni, Vitelli, and Orsini came to Rome, none fol-
lowed them against him; if he could not make Pope whom,
ever he wanted, at least it would not be someone he did ne
want. But if at the death of Alexander the duke had beey
healthy, everything would have been easy for him. And he
told me, on the day that Julius II was created,™ that he hag
thought about what might happen when his father Was
dying, and had found a remedy for everything, except that
he never thought that at his death he himself would alsg be
on the point of dying.

Thus, if I summed up all the actions of the duke, |
would not know how to reproach him; on the contrary, j¢
seems to me he should be put forward, as I have done, to be
imitated by all those who have risen to empire through
fortune and by the arms of others. For with his great spirit
and high intention, he could not have conducted himself
otherwise and the only things in the way of his plans were
the brevity of Alexander’s life and his own sickness. So
whoever judges it necessary in his new principality to secure
himself against enemies, to gain friends to himself, to con-
quer either by force or by fraud, to make himself loved
and feared by the people, and followed and revered by the
soldiers, to eliminate those who can or might offend* you,
to renew old orders through new modes, to be severe and
pleasant, magnanimous and liberal, to eliminate an un-
faithful military, to create a new one, to maintain friend-

n so littl

14. NM was in Rome at the time of the conclave that elected Julius
IT pope in October-December 1503.

15. offendere (here and below) is not merely to slight, but to harm
so as to cause offense.
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.1 ings and princes so that they must either benefit
shops mtflhé;f;gr or bs hesitant to offend you—can find no

i+ xamples than the actions of that man. Oge cogld
R se him in the creation of Julius as pontiff, in which
only aficua bad choice; for, as was said, though he could not
e ope to suit himself, he could have kept anyone
makeba i};g pope. And for the papacy he should never have
E ied to those cardinals whom he had offended or who,
R become pope, would have to be afraid of him. For
havmgﬁ'end either from fear or for hatred. Those wh.om he
. Off nded were, among others, San Piero ad Vincula,
k. ea San Giorgio, Ascanio;'® all the others, if they had
Colonr; , ope, would have had to fear him, except Rogen
be?tr}?e Sppani;rds, the latter because of kinship and obliga-
I the former for his power, because he was connected
uonéle kingdom of France.”” Therefore the duke, befor'e
L tl-ything else, should have created a Spaniard pope, and if
}e:éecould not, should have consented to Rouen, and not San
Piero ad Vincula. And whoever believ.es' thgt among great

ersonages new benefits will make old injuries be _forgottep
léeceives himself.® So the duke erred in this choice and it
was the cause of his ultimate ruin.

16. In this irreverent listing of cardinals, Gi}lliano della Royere
(who became Pope Julius I1) is named by his church in Rome, San‘P1eFr<)'
in Vincoli; Giovanni Colonna; Raffaclo Riario, named for San Giorgio;

io Sforza.
Ascam;) 7. (():ardjnal Georges d’Amboise, bishop of Rouen; see Chapter 3.

18. See NM, Discourses on Livy III 4.

33




gse its and you become either poor and contemptible or, to
escape POVETTY, rapacious and 'hatgful. Among all thf’: things
that a prince should guard against is being contemptible and
pated, and liberality leads you to both. So there is more
wisdom in maintaining a name for meanness, which begets
infamy without hatred, than in being under a necessity,
pecatise one wants to have a name for liberality, to incur a
pame for rapacity, which begets infamy with hatred.

@S X VIlew
Of Cruelty and Mercy,' and
Whether It Is Better to Be Loved
Than Feared, or the Contrary

Descending next to the other qualities cited before, I say
that each prince should desire to be held merciful and not
cruel; nonetheless he should take care not to use this mercy
padly. Cesare Borgia was held to be cruel; nonetheless his
cruelty restored the Romagna, united it, and reduced it to
peace and to faith. If one considers this well, one will see
that he was much more merciful than the Florentine people,
who so as to escape a name for cruelty, allowed Pistoia to be
destroyed.> A prince, therefore, so as to keep his subjects
united and faithful, should not care about the infamy of
cruelty, because with very few examples he will be more
merciful than those who for the sake of too much mercy
allow disorders to continue, from which come killings or

1. Or piety, throughout The Prince.

2. From 1500 to 1502 Pistoia, a city subject to Florence, was torn
by factional disputes and riots. NM was there as representative of the
Florentines on several occasions in 1501.
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robberies; for these customarily hurt® a whole COMMup;g
but the executions that come from the prince hurs i
particul.ar person. And of all princes, it is impossible for(:;he
new prince to escape a name for cruelty because new sty :
are full of dangers. And Virgil says in the mouth of Dides_
“The harshness of things and the newness of the kingdoo'
compel me to contrive such things, and to keep a bro;g
watch over the borders.” ¢

Nonetheless, he should be slow to believe and t
move, nor should he make himself feared, and he Shoulg
proceed in a temperate mode with prudence and humanj
so that too much confidence does not make him incautiops
and too much diffidence does not render him intolerable,

From this a dispute arises whether it is better to be
loved than feared, or the reverse. The response is that ope
would want to be both the one and the other; but because it
is difficult to put them together, it is much safer to be feareg
than loved, if one has to lack one of the two. For one can
say this generally of men: that they are ungrateful, fickle
pretenders and dissemblers, evaders of danger, eager fo;-
gain. While you do them good, they are yours, offering you
their blood, property, lives, and children, as I said above/
when the need for them is far away; but, when it is close t,o
you, they revolt. And that prince who has founded himself
entirely on their words, stripped of other preparation, is
ruined; for friendships that are acquired at a price and not
with greatness and nobility of spirit are bought, but they are
not owned and when the time comes they cannot be spent.
And men have less hesitation to offend one who makes
himselfloved than one who makes himself feared; for loveis
held by a chain of obligation, which, because men are

. lit.: offend.

. lit.: 2 whole universality.
lit.: offend.

Virgil, Aeneid I s63—64.
See Chapter 9.
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d, is broken at every opportunity for their own utility,

s ke
- ris held by a dread of punishment that never forsakes

put fea

e The prince should nonetheless make himself feared in

quch 2 mode that if he does not acquire‘ love, he escapes
patred, because being. feared and not be}ng hated_ can go
rogether very weu. Th}s he will alx_)vays c_lo ifhe abstains from
the property of his citizens and his subjects, and from their
women; and if he also needs to proceed against someone’s
life,? he must do it when there is suitable justification and
manifest cause for it. But above all, he must abstain from the
property of others, because men forget the death of a father
more quickly than the loss of a patrimony. Furthermore,
causes for taking away property are never lacking, and he
who begins to live by rapine always finds cause to seize
others’ property; and, on the contrary, causes for taking life®
are rarer and disappear more quickly.

But when the prince is with his armies and has a multi-
wde of soldiers under his government, then it is above all
pecessary not to care about a name for cruelty, because
without this name he never holds his army united, or dis-
posed to any action. Among the admirable actions of
Hannibal is numbered this one: that when he had a very
Jarge army, mixed with infinite kinds of men, and had led it
to fight in alien lands, no dissension ever arose in it, neither
among themselves nor against the prince, in bad as well as in
his good fortune. This could not have arisen from anything
other than his inhuman cruelty which, together with his
infinite virtues, always made him venerable and terrible in
the sight of his soldiers; and without it, his other virtues
would not have sufficed to bring about this effect. And the
writers, having considered little in this, on the one hand
admire this action of his but on the other condemn the
principal cause ofit.

8. lit.: blood.
g. lit.: blood.
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And to see that it is true that his other Virt
not have been enough, one can consider Scipioues
very rare not only in his times but also in the entir’eWhO ¢
of things known—whose armies in Spain rebel] crln -
h1m. This arose from nothing but his e ol
Whlch had allowed his soldiers more licen
for military discipline. Scipio’s mercy was
Senate by Fabius Maximus, who called him the corry
the Roman military. After the Locrians had been desIt);or ¥
by a IegaFe of Scipio’s, they were not avenged by hj s
was the insolence of that legate con’ected=allyof il
arose from his agreeable nature, so that when someWhu?h
the Senate wanted to excuse him, he said that there0 -
many men who knew better how not to err than hoWere
coFrfecI: errors. Such a nature would in time have su‘ﬁ;m
Sc1p1‘0 s fame and glory if he had continued with it in }eld
empire; b1.1t while he lived under the government of :he
Senate, this damaging quality of his not only was hidd ;

but made for his glory. §

I. conclude, then, returning to being feared and loved
that since men love at their convenience and fear at the
convenience of the prince, a wise prince should found hime
self on what is his, not on what is someone else’s: he shou];i
only contrive to avoid hatred, as was said. ;

Would

XCessive mey,
se than ig ﬁtﬁcy‘
reproved in the

10. On the comparison between Hannibal 1pi
: ‘ and Scipio, see al
Discourses on Livy IIl 19—21. NM’s source is in Livy, XXIX Ig 21 3

@S XVIilew
In What Mode Faith Should Be
Kept by Princes

]I;Iow praiseworthy it is for a prince to keep his faith, and to
ve with honesty and not by astuteness, everyone undet-
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ds. Nonetheless one sees by experience in our times that
:::pfinces who have done great things are those who have
gken Jlittle account of faith and have known how to get
ound men’s brains with their astuteness; and in the end
overcome those who have founded themselves

they have

loyalty-
¥ OthuS, you' must know that there are two kinds of

combat: one with laws, the other with force. The first is
roper to man, the second to beasts; but because the first is
often not enough, one must have recourse to the second.
Therefore it is necessary for a prince to know well how to
use the beast and the man. This role was taught covertly to
rnces by ancient writers, who wrote that Achilles, and
many other ancient princes, were given to Chiron the cen-
ur to be raised, so that he would look after them with his
discipline. To have as teacher a half-beast, half-man means
nothing other than that a prince needs to know how to use
both natures; and the one without the other is not lasting.
Thus, since a prince is compelled of necessity to
gnow well how to use the beast, he should pick the fox
and the lion,? because the Hon does not defend itself from
sares and the fox does not defend itself from wolves. So
one needs to be a fox to recognize snares and a lion to
frighten the wolves. Those who stay simply with the lion
do not understand this. A prudent lord, therefore, cannot
observe faith, nor should he, when such observance turns
against him, and the causes that made him promise have
been eliminated. And if all men were good, this teaching
would not be good; but because they are wicked and do
not observe faith with you, you also do not have to ob-
serve it with them. Nor does a prince ever lack legitimate
causes to color his failure to observe faith. One could give
infinite modern examples of this, and show how many
peace treaties and promises have been rendered invalid and

1. The formal or plural you.
2. A possible source for this: Cicero, De Officiis 1.11.34; 13.41.
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vain through the infidelity of princes; and the one whg h
known best how to use the fox has come out best. Butie;
necessary to know well how to color this nature, and to bey
great pretender and dissembler; and men are so simple anq
so obedient to present necessities that he who deceives will
always find someone who will let himself be deceived,

[ do not want to be silent about one of the receng
examples. Alexander VI never did anything, nor ever
thought of anything, but how to deceive men, and he always
found a subject to whom he could do it. And there never
was a man with greater efficacy in asserting a thing, ang
in affirming it with greater oaths, who observed it lage
nonetheless, his deceits succeeded at his will, because he
well knew this aspect of the world.

Thus, it is not necessary for a prince to have all the
above-mentioned qualities in fact, but it is indeed necessa
to appear to have them. Nay, I dare say this, that by having
them and always observing them, they are harmful; and by
appearing to have them, they are useful, as it is to appear
merciful, faithful, humane, honest, and religious, and to be
so; but to remain with a spirit built so that, if you need notto
be those things, you are able and know how to change to the
contrary. This has to be understood: that a prince, and
especially a new prince, cannot observe all those things for
which men are held good, since he is often undera necessity,
to maintain his state, of acting against faith, against charity,
against humanity, against religion. And so he needs to havea
spirit disposed to change as the winds of fortune and varia-
tions of things command him, and as I said above, not depart
from good, when possible, but know how to enter into evil,
when forced by necessity.

A prince should thus take great care that nothing es-
cape his mouth that is not full of the above-mentioned five
qualities and that, to see him and hear him, he should appear
all mercy, all faith, all honesty, all humanity, all religion.
And nothing is more necessary to appear to have than this
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¢ quality. Men in general® judgc_: more by their eyes than
s geir hands, because seeing is given* to everyone, touch-
p tto few. Everyone sees how you appear, few touch what
b are; and these few dare not oppose the opinion of many,
0}1;10 ha;re the majesty of the state to defend them; and in th'e
wtions of all men, and especially of princes, where the.re is
» court to appeal to, one looks to the end. So let a prince
nm(?n and maintain his state: the means will always be judged
ponorable, and will be praised by everyone. For the Vu}gar
sre taken in by the appearance and the outcome of a thing,
and in the world there is no one but the vulgar; the few have
aplace there’ when the many have somewherfa toleanon. A
certain prince of present times, whom it is not well to
name,® never preaches anything but peace and faith, and is
very hostile to both. If he had obgerved both, he Wm_ﬂd
have had either his reputation or his state taken from him

many times.

3. lit.: universally.

4. lit.: touches. b

s. One manuscript says “the few have no place ther.e .. %;and thﬁ
authorities have divided, Casella, Russo, and Sasso accepting ‘“‘no place,
Chabod and Bertelli “a place.” o

6. Apparently Ferdinand the Catholic, whom NM unhesitatingly

names in Chapter 21.

@3 XX 2o
Of Avoiding Contempt and
Hatred

But because 1 have spoken of the most important of the
qualities mentioned above, I wantto discourse on the othe_rs
briefly under this generality, that the prince, as was said
above in part, should think how to avoid those things that
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make him hateful and contemptible. When he avoids thepy,
he will have done his part and will find no danger in h
other infamies. What makes him hated above all, as I said,! is
to be rapacious and a usurper of the property and the womeq
of his subjects. From these he must abstain, and whenevey
one does not take away either property or honor from the
generality” of men, they live content and one has only ¢
combat the ambition of the few which may be checked iy
many modes and with ease. What makes him contemptible
is to be held variable, light, effeminate, pusillanimous, irreg-
olute, from which a prince should guard himself as from 3
shoal. He should contrive that greatness, spiritedness, gray-
ity, and strength are recognized in his actions, and he should
insist that his judgments in the private concerns of his sub-
jects be irrevocable. And he should maintain such an
opinion of himself that no one thinks either of deceiving
him or of getting around him.

The prince who gives this opinion of himselfis highly
reputed, and against whoever is reputed it is difficult to
conspire, difficult to mount an attack, provided it is under-
stood that he 1s excellent and revered by his own subjects,
For a prince should have two fears: one within, on account
of his subjects; the other outside, on account of external
powers. From the latter one is defended with good arms
and good friends; and if one has good arms, one will always
have good friends. And things inside will always remain
steady, if things outside are steady, unless indeed they are
disturbed by a conspiracy; and even if things outside are in
motion, provided he has ordered and lived as I said, as long
as he does not forsake himself he will always withstand
every thrust, as [ said Nabis the Spartan did.* But, as to

1. See Chapter 17 above.

2. lit.: universality.

3. Chapter 9 above, where Nabis is featured as a prince of a civil
principality. NM does not disclose here, as he does in Discourses on LivyI1I
6, that Nabis was in fact killed by a conspiracy.
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subjects, when things outside{ are not moving, one has to
fear that they may be conspiring secretly. From this Fhe
prince may secure himself sufficiently if he avoids being
nated or despised and keeps the people satisfied with him;
this is necessary to achieve, as was said above at length.*
And one of the most powerful remedies that a prince has
against conspiracies is not to be hated by the peoplfe gener-
ally.* For whoever conspires always believes he will satisfy
the people with the death of the prince, but when he be-
Jieves he will offend them, he does not get up the spirit to
adopt such a course, because the difficulties on the side of
the conspirators are infinite. And one sees from experience
that there have been many conspiracies, but few have had a
good end. For whoever conspires cannot be alone, but he
cannot find company except from those he believes to be
malcontents; and as soon as you disclose your intent to a
malcontent, you give him the matter with which to become
content, because manifestly he can hope for every advan-
tage from it. So, seeing sure gain on this side, and on the
other, dubious gain full of danger, he must indeed either be
a rare friend, or an altogether obstinate enemy of the prince,
to observe his faith with you. And to reduce this to brief
terms, 1 say that on the part of the conspirator there is
nothing but fear, jealousy, and the anticipation of terrifying
punishment; but on the part of the prince there is the maj-
esty of the principality, the laws, the protection of friends
and of the state which defend him, so that when popular
good will is added to all these things, it is impossible that
anyone should be so rash as to conspire. For whereas a
conspirator ordinarily has to fear before the execution of the
evil, in this case (having the people as enemies) he must fear
afterwards too, when the excess has occurred, nor can he
hope for any refuge.

4. Chapters 16, 17.
5. lit.: by the universal.

73




One might give infinite examples of this matter, byt
wish to be content with only one that happened withjp
the memory of our fathers. Messer Annibale Bentivoglio,
grandfather of the present Messer Annibale, who wag
prince in Bologna, was killed by the Canneschi conspiring
against him, and no one survived him but Messer Giovannj,
who was in swaddling clothes. Immediately after that homj.
cide the people rose up and killed all the Canneschi. Thig
came from the popular good will the house of Bentivoglig
had in those times, which was so great that since there
remained no one of that house in Bologna who could rule
the state, Annibale being dead, and since there was indica-
tion that in Florence someone had been born of the Ben-
tivogh who was considered until then the son of a black-
smith, the Bolognese came to Florence for him and gave
him the government of their city, which was governed by
him until Messer Giovanni reached an age suitable for goy-
erning.®

I conclude, therefore, that a prince should take little
account of conspiracies if the people show good will to him;
but if they are hostile and bear hatred for him, he should fear
everything and everyone. And well-ordered states and wise
princes have thought out with all diligence how not to make
the great desperate and how to satisfy the people and keep
them content, because this is one of the most important
matters that concern a prince.

Among the well-ordered and governed kingdoms in
our times is that of France;’ and in it are infinite good
institutions on which the liberty and security of the king
depend. The first of these is the parlement and its authority.
For the one who ordered that kingdom,?® knowing the am-

6. See NM, Florentine Histories VI 9—10.

7. On the kingdom of France, see also Discourses on Livy I 16, 17,
s5; and NM'’s Ritratto di cose di Francia.

8. Perhapsareference to Louis IX, by whom the Parlement of Paris
was organized out of the preceding king’s court. Parlements in the French
monarchy were law courts, not legislative assemblies.
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pition of the powerful and their insolence, and judging it
necessary for them to have a bit in their mouths to correct
them, and on the other side, knowing the hatred of the
generality of people® against the great, which is founded in
its fear, and wanting to secure them, intended this not to be
the particular concern of the king, so as to take from him the
plame he would have from the great when he favored the
popular side, and from the popular side when he favored the

eat; and so he constituted a third judge to be the one who
would beat down the great and favor the lesser side without
plame for the king. This order could not be better, or more
prudent, or a greater cause of the security of the king and
the kingdom. From this one can infer another notable thing:
that princes should have anything blameable administered
by others, favors'® by themselves. Again I conclude that a
prince should esteem the great, but not make himself hated
by the people.

It might perhaps appear to many, considering the life
and death of some Roman emperor, that there were ex-
amples contrary to my opinion, since one may find some-
one who has always lived excellently, and shown great vir-
tue of spirit, and has nonetheless lost the empire or indeed
been killed by his own subjects who conspired against him.
Since 1 want, therefore, to respond to these objections,
I shall discuss the qualities of certain emperors, showing
the causes of their ruin to be not unlike that which I
have advanced; and in part [ shall offer for consideration
things that are notable for whoever reads about the actions
of those times. And [ want it to suffice for me to take all the
emperors who succeeded to the empire, from Marcus the
philosopher to Maximinus: these were Marcus, Commodus
his son, Pertinax, Julianus, Severus, his son Antoninus
Caracalla, Macrinus, Heliogabalus, Alexander,!! and Max-

9. lit.: of the universal.
10. lit.: things of grace.
11. Alexander Severus.
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iminus. And first it is to be noted that whereas in othe
principalities one has to contend only with the ambitjor
of the great and the insolence of the people, the Roman
emperors had a third difficulty, of having to bear with tht
cruelty and avarice of their soldiers. This was so difficult thy
it was the cause of the ruin of many, since it was difficylt to
satisfy the soldiers and the people. For the people loveq
quiet, and therefore loved modest princes, and the soldiers
loved a prince with a military spirit who was insolent, crue]
and rapacious. They wanted him to practice these thing;
on the people so that they could double their pay ang
give vent to their avarice and cruelty. These things always
brought about the ruin of those emperors who by nature op
by art did not have a great reputation such that they could
hold both in check. And most of them, especially those whe
came to the principate as new men, once they recognized
the difficulty of these two diverse humors, turned to sat
isfying the soldiers, caring little about injuring the people,
This course was necessary; for since princes cannot fail to
be hated by someone, they are at first forced not to be hated
by the people generally;'? and when they cannot continue
this, they have to contrive with all industry to avoid the
hatred of those communities which are most powerful
And so those emperors who because they were new had
need of extraordinary support stuck to the soldiers rather
than the people, which nonetheless turned out useful for
them or not according to whether that prince knew how to
keep himself in repute with them. From the causes men-
tioned above, Marcus, Pertinax, and Alexander, all livinga
modest life, lovers of justice, enemies of cruelty, humane

I2. wuniversitd is singular here, according to some MSS accepted by
Chabod; it is plural and translated as “communities” in the next clause;
universita is derived from the medieval Latin universitas, which means
both a legal body or corporation and (sometimes) the community on

which such bodies depend. NM’s usage lacks the legalism of medieval
usage.
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und kind, all, except for Marcus, came to a bad end. Only
Marcus lived and died most honorably, because he suc-
ceeded to the empire by hereditary right and did not have to
scknowledge it as from either the soldiers or the people;
then, since he was attended with many virtues that made
him venerable, while he lived he always kept the one order
,nd the other within its bounds, and was never either hated
or despised. But Pertinax was created emperor against the
will of the soldiers, who, since they were used to living in
license under Commodus, could not tolerate the decent life
to which Pertinax wanted to return them; hence, having
created hatred for himself, and to this hatred added disdain
since he was old, he was ruined in the first beginnings of his
sdministration.

And here one should note that hatred is acquired
through good deeds as well as bad ones; and so, as I said
above,'® a prince who wants to maintain his state is often
forced not to be good. For when that community** of which
you judge you have need to maintain yourself is corrupt,
whether they are the people or the soldiers or the great, you
must follow their humor to satisfy them, and then good
deeds are your enemy. Butlet us come to Alexander. He was
of such goodness that among the other praise attributed to
him is this: that in the fourteen years he held the em-
pire no one was ever put to death by him without a trial.
Nonetheless, since he was held to be effeminate and a man
who let himself be governed by his mother, and for this
came to be despised, the army conspired against him and
killed him.

Reviewing'® now, by contrast, the qualities of Com-
modus, of Severus,'® Antoninus Caracalla, and Max-

13. Chapter 1s.

14. See note 12 above.

15. lit.: discoursing on.

16. Septimius Severus, who in Discourses on Livy 1 10 is called
a criminal.
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iminus, you'” will find them very cruel and very rapacioyg

To satisfy the soldiers, they would not spare any king o'f
injury that could be inflicted on the people; and all €Xcepg
Severus came to a bad end. For in Severus was so mygj,
virtue that, by keeping the soldiers his friends, although the
people were overburdened by him, he was always able ¢,
rule happily because his virtues made him so admirable i
the sight of the soldiers and the people that the latter go_
mained somehow astonished and stupefied, while the
former were reverent and satisfied.

And because the actions of this man were great ang
notable in a new prince, I want to show briefly how well he
knew how to use the persons of the fox and the lion, whoge
natures [ say above'® are necessary for a prince to imitate,
Since Severus knew of the indolence of Emperor Julianus,
he persuaded his army, of which he was captain in Slavonia,
that it would be good to go to Rome and avenge the death
of Pertinax, who had been put to death by the praetorian
soldiers. Under this pretext, without showing that he aspired
to the empire, he moved his army against Rome; and he wag
in Italy before his departure was known. When he arrived at
Rome, he was elected emperor by the Senate out of fear and
Julianus put to death. After this beginning there remained
two difficulties for Severus if he wanted to become lord of
the whole state: one in Asia, where Pescennius Niger, the
head of the Asian armies, had had himself called emperor;
and the other in the West, where Albinus also aspired to the
empire. And because he judged it dangerous to disclose
himself as an enemy to both, he decided to attack Niger
and deceive Albinus. To Albinus he wrote that since he had
been elected emperor by the Senate he wanted to share that
dignity with him; he sent him the title of Caesar, and by
decision of the Senate accepted him as colleague. These

17. The formal or plural you.
18. Chapter 18.
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things Were accepted by Albinus as true. But after Severus
had defeated Niger, put him to death, and brought peace to
offairs in the East, he returned to Rome and complained in
the Senate that Albinus, hardly grateful for the bent?ﬁts_ he
pad received from him, had perfidiously sought to klll him,
and for this it was necessary for Severus to go punish his
mgmtitude. Then he went to meet him in France, and took
from him his state and his life.

Thus, whoever examines minutely the actions of this
man will find him a very fierce lion and a very astute fox,
will see that he was feared and revered by everyone, and not
nated by the army, and will not marvel that he, a new
man, could have held so much power.”® For his very great
reputation always defended him from the hatred that the
people could have conceived for him because of his robber-
ies. But his son Antoninus [Caracalla] was himself a man
who had most excellent parts that made him marvelous in
the sight of the people and pleasing to the soldiers. For he
was 2 military man, very capable of enduring every trouble,
disdainful of all delicate food and of all other softness, which
made him loved by all the armies. Nonetheless, his ferocity
and cruelty were so great and so unheard of—for after
infinite individual killings he had put to death a great part of
the people of Rome and all the people of Alexandria—that
he became most hateful to all the world. He began to be
feared even by those whom he had around him, so that he
was killed by a centurion in the midst of his army. Here it is
to be noted that deaths such as these, which follow from the
decision of an obstinate spirit, cannot be avoided by princes
because anyone who does not care about death can hurt*
him; but the prince may well fear them less because they are
very rare. He should only guard against doing grave injury
to anyone of those whom he uses and has around him in the

19. lit.: empire.
20. lit.: offend.
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service of his principality, as Antoninus had done, He
put to death with disgrace a brother of that centy
threatened him every day; yet he kept him in his b
which was a rash policy likely to bring ruin, as
to him.*!

~ Butlet us come to Commodus, who held the em i
with great ease because he had it by hereditary right bg .
the son of Marcus. It was enough for him only to foilow :
the footsteps of his father, and he would have satisfied boig
the soldiers and the people. But since he had a crue] and
bestial spirit, so as to practice his rapacity on the people b
turned to indulging the armies and making them licentiouse
On the other hand, by not keeping his dignity, by descend.
ing often into theaters to fight with gladiators, and by doin
other very base things hardly deserving of the imperial mef
esty, he became contemptible in the sight of the soldjerjs
And since he was hated on one side and despised on the'
other, he was conspired against and put to death.

It remains now to tell of the qualities of Maximinus,

He was a very warlike man; and since the armies were
disgusted with the softness of Alexander, whom I discussed
above, when he was put to death they elected Maximinus to
the empire. He did not possess it for long because two things
made him hated and contemptible: one was being of very
base origin® because he had formerly herded sheep in
Thrace (which was very well known everywhere and
brought great disdain for him in the sight of everyone); the
other was that because at the start of his principality he had
deferred going to Rome and taking possession of the impe-
rial throne, he had established an opinion of himself as very

riOn, angd
Odyguarg.
happ ened

21. Seealso Discourses on Livy I11 6, where NM says that the centu-
tion was the instrument or executive of another conspirator, Macrinus,
who was Caracalla’s prefect and is not said to have suffered “grave injury”

from Caracalla. Macrinus proclaimed himself emperor in 217 and was
overthrown in 218.

22. lit.: being very base.
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cruel, since he had committed many cruelties through his

refects in Rome and everywhere in the empire. So, since
the whole world was excited by indignation at the baseness
of his blood and by hatred arising from fear of his ferocity,
Africa rebelled first, then the Senate with all the people of
Rome; and all Italy conspired against him. These were
sined by his own army, which, while besieging Aquileia
und finding difficulty in capturing it, became disgusted with
this cruelty, and fearing him less because it saw he had so
many enemies, it killed him.

I do not want to reason about either Heliogabalus or
Macrinus or Julianus, who, because they were altogether
contemptible, were immediately eliminated; but I shall
come to the conclusion of this discourse. And I say that the

rinces of our times have less of this difficulty of satisfying
the soldiers by extraordinary means in their governments.
For notwithstanding that one has to show them some con-
sideration, yet this is quickly settled because none of these
princes has armies joined together which are entrenched in
the government and administration of provinces, as were
the armies of the Roman Empire. And so, if at that time it
was necessary to satisfy the soldiers rather than the people, it
was because the soldiers could do more than the people.
Now it is necessary for all princes except the Turk and the
Sultan? to satisfy the people rather than the soldiers, because
the people can do more than the soldiers. 1 except the
Turk from this, since he always keeps around him twelve
thousand infantry and fifteen thousand horse on whom
the security and strength of his kingdom depend; and it is
necessary for that lord to put off every other regard and

23. Apparently “the Turk” is Selim I, sultan of the Ottoman Turks
from 1512 to 1520, and “the Sultan” is the last sultan of the Mamelukes in
Egypt, Tuman Bey, who was overthrown by Selim I in 1517. Selim I is
called “the Grand Turk” by NM in the Discourses on Livy: see 1 1, 19, 30;
[M17; 1116, 35.
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keep them his friends. Similarly, since the kingdom of th
sultan is in the hands of the soldiers, he also is requireq te
keep them his friends, without respect for the people, An(c]l
you* have to note that the sultan’s state is formed unlike g
other principalities because it is similar to the Christigy
pontificate, which cannot be called either 2 hereditary Prin.
cipality or a new principality. For it is not the sons of the ol
prince who are the heirs and become the lords, but the one
who is elected to that rank by those who have the authog
for it. And this being an ancient order, one cannot call it 5
new principality, because some of the difficulties i new
principalities are not in it; for if the prince is indeed new, the
orders of that state are old and are ordered to receive him g
ifhe were their hereditary lord.

But let us return to our matter. I say that whoever
considers the discourse written above will see that either
hatred or disdain has been the cause of the ruin of the
emperors named before, and will also know whence it arises
that, though some of them proceeded in one mode and
some in the contrary mode, in whichever mode, one of
them came to a happy end and the others to unhappy ends,
For to Pertinax and Alexander, because they were new
princes, it was useless and harmful to wish to imitate Mape
cus, who was in the principate by hereditary right; and
similarly, for Caracalla, Commodus, and Maximinus it wasa
pernicious thing to imitate Severus, because they did not
have as much virtue as would allow them to follow in his

footsteps. Therefore, a new prince in a new principality
cannot imitate the actions of Marcus, nor again is it neces-
sary to follow those of Severus; but he should take from
Severus those parts which are necessary to found his state
and from Marcus those which are fitting and glorious to
conserve a state that is already established and firm.

24. The formal or plural you.
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THIRD BOoOK

S 1 24
One Wishes a Sect or a Republic to Live Long, It Is
essary to Draw It Back Often toward Its Beginning

1y true thing that all worldly things have a limit to their life; but gener-
se go the whole course that is ordered for them by heaven, that do not
heir body but keep it ordered so that either it does not alter or, if it
s fot its safety and not to its harm. Because 1 am speaking of mixed
ch as republics and sects, I say that those alterations are for safety that
1 back toward their beginnings. So those are better ordered and have
¢ that by means of their orders can often be renewed or indeed that
ome accident outside the said order come to the said renewal. And it
clearer than light that these bodies do not last if they do not renew

ode of renewing them is, as was said, to lead them back toward their
inings. For all the beginnings of sects, mmwc_u:n? and kingdoms must
goodness in them, by means of which they may regain their first repu-
| their first increase. Because in the process of time that goodness is
unless something intervenes to lead it back to the mark, it of necessity
body. Speaking of the bodies of men, these doctors of medicine say

something is added that at some time needs cure.” ! Speaking of re-
this return toward the beginning is done through either extrinsic acci-
Jtrinsic prudence. As to the first, one sees that it was necessary that
taken by the French, if one wished that it be reborn and, by being
gain new life and new virtue, and regain the observance of religion and
hich were beginning to be tainted in it. This is very well understood
;m‘,&\m rmmnon.vw where he shows that in mmwm:m out the army mmmmsmﬁ the
nd in creating the tribunes with consular power, they did not observe
us ceremony.” So, likewise, not only did they not punish the three
“against the law of nations”* had engaged in combat against the
ut they created them tribunes.* It ought to be easily presupposed that
beginning to take less account of other good institutions ordered by

ored in Latin; the source has not been found.
3. Quoted in Larin from Livy, V 36.
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of men what had already been eliminated there. Their new otders v S 2 %

tul that they are the cause that the dishonesty of the prelates and o ; . . . .

the religion do not ruin it. Living still in poverty and having so mu hat It Is a /\mnv\ Wise ‘HTHDM to Simulate Craziness
peoples in confessions and sermons, they give them to understand at the WHNTH Time!

to say evil of evil, and that it is good to live under obedience to the
make an errot, to leave them for God to punish. So they do the - was never anyone so prudent nor esteemed so wise for any emine
k of his than Junius Brutus deserves to be held in his simulation
Although Titus Livy expresses but one cause that induced him to su
, which was to be able to live more securely and to maintain his pat
netheless when his mode of proceeding is considered, it can be belies
o simulated this to be less observed and to have more occasion -
the kings and freeing his own fatherland whenever opportunity wot
him. That he thought of this may be seen, first, in the interpreting
e of Apollo, when he simulated falling so as to kiss the earth, judg
ugh this he would have the gods favorable to his thoughts,” and aft
en over the dead Lucretia he was the first among her father and husbz
+ relatives to draw the knife from the wound and to make the bystand
at they would never endure that in the future anyone should reigr
From his example all those who are discontented with a prince have
ey should first measure and first weigh their forces, and if they are
| that they can expose themselves as his enemies and make war on |
they should enter on this way, as less dangerous and more honora
ey are of such quality that their forces are not enough for making o
y should seek with all industry to make themselves friends to him; :
flect, they should enter on all those ways that they judge to be necess
¢ his pleasures and taking delight in all those things they see him
in. This familiarity, first, makes you live secure, and without carry
ger it makes you enjoy the good fortune of that prince together with |
rds you every occasion for satisfying your intent. It is true that some
h princes one should not wish to stand so close that their ruin incly
 so far that you would not be in time to rise above their ruin when ¢
g ruined. Such a middle way would be the truest if it could be obser:
use [ believe that it is impossible, one must be reduced to the two mc
above——that is, either to distance oneself from or to bind onesel
hoever does otherwise, if he is a man notable for his quality, live

because they do not fear the punishment that they do not see and
This renewal, therefore, has maintained and maintains this religion

Wmsm&onﬂm also have need of renewing themselves and of bringis
laws toward their beginnings. How much good effect this par
seen in the kingdom of France, which lives under laws and unde
than any other kingdom. Parlements are those who maintain thes
ders, especially that of Paris.** They are renewed by it whenever
execution against a prince of that kingdom and when it condemn:
its verdicts. Up until now it has maintained itself by having bee
executor against the nobility; but whenever it should leave any of ¢
ished and they should come to multiply, without doubt it would ari
they would have to be corrected with great disorder or that that kin
be dissolved.

O ne therefore concludes that nothing is more necessary in a
of life, whether it is sect or kingdom or republic, than to .
it the reputation it had in its beginnings, and to conttive that it be
orders or good men that produce this effect, and not have an extri
produce it. For although sometimes it is the best remedy, as it
it is so dangerous that it is not in any way to be desired. To d
anyone how much the actions of particular men made Rome grea
many good effects in that city, I shall come to the narration wn
of them; within these limits this third book and last part of this
will conclude. Although the actions of the kings were great and no
theless since the history states them thoroughly, I shall omit them
speak of them otherwise except for anything they may have w
pertaining to their private advantage; and I shall begin

Brutus, father of Roman liberty.”®

23. On the corruption of the Franciscans and the Dominicans, cf. Dante, Pare Y time.” 2. Livy, 1 56.
24. See P19. 25. Lucius Junius Brutus.
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INTRODUCTION

mong the new objects that attracted my attention during my stay

in the United States, none struck my eye more vividly than the

equality of conditions. I discovered without difficulty the enor-
mous inﬂuemtmact exerts on the course of society; it gives
a certain direction to public spirit, a certain turn to the laws, new maxims to
those who govern, and particular habits to the governed.

Soon 1 recognized that this same fact extends its influence well beyond
political mores and laws, and that{it gains no less dominion over civil society
than over government: it creates opinions, gives birth to sentiments, suggests
usages, and modifies everything it does not produce.]

So, therefore, as | studied American society, more and more I saw in
equality of conditions the generative fact from which each particular fact
seemed to issue, and 1 found it before me constantly as a central point at
which all my observations came t0 an end.

Then I brought my thinking back to our hemisphere, and it seemed to me
I distinguished something in it analogous to the spectacle the New ‘World
offered me. I saw the equality of conditions that, without having reached its
extreme limits as it had in the United States, was approaching them more
each day; and the same democracy reigning in American societies appeared
to me to be advancing rapidly toward power in EBurope.

At that moment I conceived the idea of the book you are going to read.

A great democratic revolution is taking rr_xlace among us: all see it, but all
do not judge it in the same manner. Some consider it a new thing, and taking
i_t for an accident, they still hope to be able to stop it; whereas others judge it
irresistible because to them it seems the most continuous, the oldest, and the
most permanent fact known in history.

For 2 moment I take myself back to what France was seven hundred years
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INTRODUCTION
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ago: I find it divided among a few families who possess the land and govern

the inhabitants; at that time right of command passes from generation o

generation by inheritance; men have only one means of acting upon ope
another—by force; only one origin of power is to be discovered-—landeg

property.

But then the political power of the clergy comes to be founded and sogp
spreads. The clergy opens its ranks to all, to the poor and to the rich, to the -

commoner and to the lord; equality begins to penetrate through the church

to the heart of government, and he who would have vegetated as a serf i
eternal slavery takes his place as a priest in the midst of nobles, and will ofte,

take a seat above kings.

As society becomes in time more civilized and stable, the different rela-

tions among men become more complicated and numerous. The need for
civil laws makes itself keenly felt. Then jurists are born; they leave the dark
precincts of the courts and the dusty recesses of the registries and go to sit at

the court of the prince beside the feudal barons covered with ermine and

mail.

The kings ruin themselves in great undertakings; the nobles exhaust them-
selves in private wars; the commoners enrich themselves in commerce, The

influence of money begins to make itself felt in the affairs of the state. Trade
becomes a new source opening the way to power, and financiers become a
political power that is scorned and flattered.*

Little by little enlightenment spreads; one sees the taste for literature and

the arts awaken; then the mind becomes an element in success; science is a

means of government, intelligence a social force; the lettered take a place
in affairs.

Meanwhile, as new routes for coming to power are discovered, the value
of birth is seen to decline. In the eleventh century, nobility had an inestima-

ble price; in the thirteenth it is bought; the first ennobling takes place in 1270,! _
and equality is finally introduced into government by the aristocracy itself.

During the seven hundred years that have since elapsed, it sometimes hap-
pened that the nobles, in order to struggle against royal authority or to take
power from their rivals, gave political power to the people.

Even more often one saw the kings have the lower classes of the state par-
ticipate in the government in order to bring down the aristocracy.

In France, the kings showed themselves to be the most active and constant

*In this sentence, AT uses two different words for “power;” pouvoir and puissance. Puissance,
used in the first instance, has a connotation of physical strength; pouvoir, of formal authority as
well as capacity.

‘tLouis X (d. 1270) first asserted the exclusive right of the king to confer knighthood; Philip
IV issued the first “letter of ennoblement” in about 1290.
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k. ers. When they were ambitious and strong, they worked to elevate the

eople 10 the level of the nobles; and when they were moderat.e and weak,

hey permitted the people to be placed above themselves. Some a_ided democ-

racy by their talents, others by their vices. Louis XI* and Louis XIV' took
re to equalize everything beneath the throne, and finally Louis XV* himself

Jescended with his court into the dust.

E @s soon as citizens began to own land other than by feudal tenure, and

+nsferable wealth was recognized, and could in its turn create influence and

 give pOweD, discoveries in the arts could not be made, nor improvements in
commerce and industry be introduced, without creating almost as many new

' elements of equality among mer}From that moment on, all processes dis-
covered, all needs that arise, all desires that demand satisfaction bring prog-

' ress toward universal leveling. The taste for luxury, the love of war, the empire

' of fashion, the most superficial passions of the human heart as well as the

4' ost profound, seem to work in concert to impoverish the rich and enrich

‘the poor.

-'; ~ Once works of the intellect had become sources of force and wealth, each

' development of science, each new piece of knowledge, each new idea had to

be considered as a seed of power put within reach of the people. Poetry,

i _;-,loquence, memory, the graces of the mind, the fires of the imagination,

' depth of thought, all the gifts that Heaven distributed haphazardly, profited

~ democracy, and even if they were found in the possession of its adversaries,

they still served its cause by putting into relief the natural greatness of man;

its conquests therefore spread with those of civilization and enlightenment,

 and literature was an arsenal open to all, from which the weak and the poor

' came each day to seek arms.

" When one runs through the pages of our history, one finds so to speak

' no great events in seven hundred years that have not turned to the proﬁZI

~ of equality.

" The Crusades’ and the wars with the English! decimate the nobles and

 divide their lands; the institution of townships introduces democratic free-

~ dom into the heart of the feudal monarchy; the discovery of firearms* equal-

' izes the villein and the noble on the battlefield; printing** offers equal re-

 sources to their intelligence; the mail comes to deposit enlightenment on the

*King of France, 1461-1483.

TKing of France, 1643-1715.

#King of France, 1715-1774.

$1095-1201.

[[The Hundred Years’ War, 1337-1453.

#Firearms were developed in the fourteenth century.
**The printing press was invented around 1450.
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doorstep of the poor man’s hut as at the portal of the palace; Protestantisp
asserts that all men are equally in a state to find the path to Heaven®
America, once discovered, presents a thousand new routes to fortune and
delivers wealth and power to the obscure adventurer.
If you examine what is happening inEFrance every fifty years from the
eleventh century on, at the end of each of these periods you cannot fail to
perceive that a double revolution has operated on the state of society. The
noble has fallen on the social ladder, and the commoner has risen; the one
descends, the other climbs. Each half century brings them nearer, and soon
they are going to touch. ]
And this is not peculiar to France. In whichever direction we cast a glance 1
we perceive the same revolution continuing in all the Christian universe,
Everywhere the various incidents in the lives of peoples are seen to turn is in their hands, but soon it will escape them.
to the profit of democracy; all men have aided it by their efforts: those who " o instruct democracy, if possible to reanimate its beliefs, to purify its
had in view cooperating for its success and those who did not dream of sery- es, to regulate its movements, to substitute little by little the science of
ing it; those who fought for it and even those who declared themselves its foirs for its inexperience, and knowledge of its true interests for its blind
enemies; all have been driven pell-mell on the same track, and all have astincts; to adapt its government to time and place; to modify it according
worked in common, some despite themselves, others without knowing it, as  circumstances and men: such is the first duty imposed on those who direct
blind instruments in the hands of God. : yciety in our day.
The gradual development of equality of conditions is therefore a provi- " A new political science is needed for a world altogether new.
dential fact, and it has the principal characteristics of one: it is universal, it is * But that is what we hardly dream of: placed in the middle of a rapid river,
enduring, each day it escapes human power; all events, like all men, serve e obstinately fix our eyes on some debris that we still perceive on the bank,
its development. : 7 hile the current carries us away and takes us backward toward the abyss.
Would it be wise to believe that a social movement coming from so far * Among no people of Europe has the great social revolution I have just
can be suspended by the efforts of one generation? Does one think that after scribed made more rapid progress than among us; but here it bas always
having destroyed feudalism and vanquished kings, democracy will recoil be- proceeded haphazardly.
fore the bourgeoisie and the rich? Will it be stopped now that it has become " Never have heads of state thought at all to prepare for it in advance; it is
so strong and its adversaries so weak? : made despite them or without their knowing it. The most powerful, most
Where then are we going? No one can say; for we already lack terms for gelligent, and most moral classes of the nation have not sought to take hold
comparison: conditions are more equal among Christians in our day than it s0 as to direct it. Democracy has therefore been abandoned to its savage
they have ever been in any time or any country in the world; thus the great- mstincts; it has grown up like those children who, deprived of paternal care,
ness of what has already been done prevents us from foreseeing what can still ar themselves in the streets of our towns and know only society’s vices and
be done. ' niseries. One still seemed ignorant of its existence when it unexpectedly took
The entire book that you are going to read was written under the pressure ower. Bach then submitted with servility to its least desires; it was adored as
of a sort of religious terror in the author’s soul, produced by the sight of e image of force; when afterwards it was weakened by its own excesses,
this irresistible revolution that for so many centuries has marched over all egislators conceived the imprudent project of destroying it instead of seeking
obstacles, and that one sees still advancing today amid the ruins it has made. instruct and correct it; and since they did not want to teach it to govern,
It is not necessary that God himself speak in order for us to discover sure ey thought only of driving it from government.
signs of his will; it suffices to examine the usual course of nature and the ' As a result, the democratic revolution has taken place in the material of
ociety without making the change in laws, ideas, habits, and mores that
would have been necessary to make this revolution useful Thus we have de-

3 tinuous tendency of events; I know without the Creator’s raising his voice
it the stars follow the arcs in space that his finger has traced.

" If long observation and sincere meditation led men in our day to recog-
. that the gradual and progressive development of equality is at the same
¢ the past and the future of their history, this discovery alone would give
-t development the sacred character of the sovereign master’s will{To wish
p democracy would then appear to be to struggle against God himself,
-d it would only remain for nations to accommodate themselves to the so-
o] state that Providence imposes on them. )

~ Christian peoples in our day appear to me to offer a frightening spectacie;
» movement that carries them along is already strong enough that it cannot

e suspended, and it is not yet rapid enough to despair of directing it: their

*Martin Luther published his 95 Theses in 1517.
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.; ; equalizeds the social state becomes democratic, and finally the empire of
' democracy is peacefully established over institutions and mores.

~ Jconceive a society, then, which all, regarding the law as their work, would
e and submit to without trouble; in which the authority of government is
espected as necessary, not divine, and the love one would bear for a head of
wate would not be a passion, but a reasoned and tranquil sentiment. Each
aving rights and being assured of preserving his rights, a manly confidence
nd a sort of reciprocal condescension between the classes would be estab-
hed, as far from haughtiness as from baseness.

" The people, instructed in their true interests, would understand that to
' orofit from society’s benefits, one must submit to its burdens. The free asso-
ciation of citizens could then replace the individual power of nobles, and the
e would be sheltered from both tyranny and license.

1 understand that in a democratic state constituted in this manner, society
will not be immobile; but the movements of the social body can be regular
and progressive; if one encounters less brilliance than within an aristocracy,
one will find less misery; enjoyments will be less extreme and well-being
_more general; sciences less great and ignorance rarer; sentiments less ener-
! ;- ic and habits milder; one will note more vices and fewer crimes.

" In the absence of enthusiasm and ardent beliefs, enlightenment and expe-
ence will sometimes obtain great sacrifices from citizens; each man, equally
eak, will feel an equal need of those like him; and knowing that he can
obtain their support only on condition of his lending them his cooperation,
he will discover without difficulty that his particular interest merges with the
general interest.

" The nation, taken as a body, will be less brilliant, less glorious, less strong,
perhaps; but the majority of its citizens will enjoy a more prosperous lot, and
the people will show themselves to be peaceful, not because they despair of
being better-off, but because they know how to be well-off,

* Ifeverything were not good and useful in an order of things like this, society
would at least have appropriated all the useful and good that it can present; and
x‘-' , abandoning forever the social advantages that aristocracy can furnish,
would have taken from democracy all the goods it can offer them.

~ But we, leaving the social state of our forebears, throwing their institu-
ions, their ideas, and their mores pell-mell behind us—what have we gained
in its place?

* The prestige of royal power has vanished without being replaced by the
majesty of the laws; in our day the people scorn authority, but they fear it,
and fear extracts more from them than was formerly given out of respect
and love.

T ——
mocracy without anything to attenuate its vices and make its natural advan.
tages emerge; and while we already see the evils it brings, we are still ignorant
of the goods it can bestow. i

When royal power, leaning on the aristocracy, peacefully governed the
peoples of Europe, society, amid its miseries, enjoyed several kinds of happj.
ness one can conceive and appreciate only with difficulty in our day. g

The power of some subjects raised insurmountable barriers against the 1
tyranny of the prince; moreover, the kings, feeling themselves vested in the
eyes of the crowd with an almost divine character, drew from the very respect
they generated the will not to abuse their power. '

The nobles, placed at an immense distance from the people, nevertheless:
took the sort of benevolent and tranquil interest in the lot of the people that
the shepherd accords to his flock; and without seeing in the poor man their
equal, they watched over his destiny as a trust placed by Providence in their
hands. ;.

The people, not having conceived the idea of a social state other than
their own nor imagining that they could ever be equal to their chiefs, received
their benefits and did not discuss their rights. They loved their chiefs when
the chiefs were lenient and just, and they submitted to their rigors without
trouble and without baseness, as they would to inevitable evils sent by the
arm of God. Moreover, usage and mores had established boundaries for tyr-
anny and had founded a sort of right in the very midst of force. 4

As the noble had no thought that anyone wanted to wrest from him privi-
leges that he believed legitimate, and the serf regarded his inferiority as an
effect of the immutable order of nature, one conceives a sort of reciprocal
benevolence that could have been established between two classes sharing
such different fates. One would see inequality and misery in society at that
time, but souls were not degraded. 9

(It is not the use of power or the habit of obedience that depraves men,
but the use of power that they consider illegitimate, and obedience to a power
they regard as usurped and oppressive|

On one side were [material} goods, force, leisure, and with these, pursuifs
of luxury, refinements of taste, pleasures of the mind, and cultivation of the
arts; on the other side, work, coarseness, and ignorance. 5

But in the hearts of this ignorant and coarse crowd were energetic pas-
sions, generous sentiments, profound beliefs, and savage virtues. E

Thus organized, the social body could have stability, power, and above.
all, glory.

But now ranks are confused; the barriers raised among men are lowered; "
estates are divided, power is partitioned, enlightenment spreads, intelligence
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I perceive that we have destroyed the individual entities that were able to
struggle separately against tyranny; but I see that it is government alone that
inherits all the prerogatives extracted from families, from corporations,
from men: the force of a small number of citizens, sometimes oppressive, byt
often protective, has therefore been succeeded by the weakness of all.

The division of fortunes has diminished the distance separating the poor
from the rich; but in coming closer they seem to have found new reasons fop
hating each other, and casting glances full of terror and envy, they mutually
repel each other from power; for the one as for the other, the idea of rig o
does not exist, and force appears to both as the sole argument in the present.
and the only guarantee of the future.

The poor man has kept most of the prejudices of his fathers without their
beliefs; their ignorance without their virtues; he has taken the doctrine of
interest as the rule of his actions without knowing the science of it, and hig
selfishness is as lacking in enlightenment as was formerly his devotion. :

[Society is tranquil not because it is conscious of its force and well-being,
but on the contrary, because it believes itself weak and infirm; it fears it will

die if it makes an effort: each feels the ill, but no one has the courage and <o . i . 4
energy needed to seek something better; like the passions of old men that iefs; but they have perceived religion in the ranks of their adversaries, and

end only in impotence, desires, regrets, sorrows, and joys pro duce nothill 1is is enough.for them: some attack it, and others do not dare to defend it.
visible or lasting; ~ Past centuries have seen base and venal souls extol slavery, while indepen-

Thus we have abandoned what goods our former state could present w1th dent minds anfi generous hearts were struggling without hope to save human
out acquiring what useful things the current state could offer; we have de- eedom. But in our day one often encounters naturally noble and proud

stroyed an aristocratic society; and having stopped complacently amid the men whose opinions are in direct opposition to their tastes, and who vaunt
debris of the former edifice, we seem o want to settle there forever. e servility and baseness they have never known for themselves. There are

What is happening in the intellectual world is no less deplorable. : thers, on the contrary, who speak of freedom as if they could feel what is

Hindered in its advance or abandoned without any support against it ly and great in it, and who noisily claim for humanity the rights they have
disordered passions, French democracy has overturned all that it has en- A misunderstood. 1 il
countered in its way, shaking whatever it has not destroyed. We did not see Eerceive Yirtuous and peaceful men whose pure mores, tranquil ha?nts,
it as it took hold of society little by little so as to establish its empire peace- ase, and enlightenment naturallly place them at tl}e hea:d of the populations
fully; it has not ceased its advance in the midst of the disorders and agitation 1at surround them. Full of a sincere love of their native country, they are
of combat. Animated by the heat of the struggle, pushed beyond the naturd ‘.ady to make great sacrifices for it: nevertheless they are often found to be
limits of his opinion by the opinions and excesses of his adversaries, each e rics of civilization; t.he.y confuse its abuses with its benefits, and in
loses sight of the very object of his pursuits and takes up a language that e; m’tl:ds the idea of evil is indissolubly united with th(-? 1_dea of the new.
corresponds poorly to his true sentiments and secret instincts. '  Nearby I see others who, in the name of TSR LA make man

Hence the strange confusion we are forced to witness. - bto matter, want to find the useful without occupying themselves with the

I search my memories in vain, and I find nothing that should evoke moze to find sc1ence.far from beliefs, an well-being separated from virtue:
sadness and more pity than what is passing before our eyes; it seems that if i€se persons are said to be t%‘e champions f')f modern civilization, and they
our day the natural bond that unites opinions to tastes and actions to beliefs nsolently put themselves at its head, usurping a place that has been aban-
has been broken; the sympathy that has been noticeable in all times betwed!l 3 med to them, but from which they are held off by their unworthiness.

+he sentiments and ideas of men appears destroyed; E;ne would say that all
¢ laws of moral analogy have been abolished.)

~ One still encounters Christians among us, full of zeal, whose religious
: u]s Jove to nourish themselves from the truths of the other life; doubtless
ey are going to be moved to favor human freedom, the source of all moral
reatness. Christianity, which has rendered all men equal before God, will
ot be Joath to see all citizens equal before the law. But by a strange concur-
nce of events, religion finds itself enlisted for the moment among the pow-
s democracy is overturning, and it is often brought to reject the equality it
o5 and to curse freedom as an adversary, whereas by taking it by the hand,
+ could sanctify its efforts.

g Alongside these men of religion I discover others whose regard is turned
soward earth rather than Heaven; partisans of freedom not only because they
see in it the origin of the noblest virtues, but above all because they consider
it the source of the greatest goods, they sincerely desire to assure its empire
and to have men taste its benefits: I understand that they are going to hasten
o call religion to their aid, for they must know that the reign of freedom
cannot be established without that of mores, nor mores founded without



iz

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

—
I - this book will be well i
Where are we then? ; panegyric; whoever reads this boo e well convinced that such was not

[ Men of religion combat freedom, and the friends of freedom attack reli." my design; nor was my goaito adv](;ca}':e ]quh :h fortr}I: of gozrr:ment in gen-
gions; noble and generous spirits vaunt slavery, and base and servile soyls eral; [for 1 numbil a;nongl hose Wto ¢ :ive zt er; " W glst Ig:lver .
extol independence; honest and enlightened citizens are enemies of all ng~ v, olute good in the laws; I have not even claimed to judge whether the social

ress, while men without patriotism and morality make themselves apost]eg olution, whose advance oy re—— 1r¥eSIStlb1e’ s
of civilization and enlightenment! 7 % 0 umanitﬂI have accepted this revolution as an accomplished fact or one

Have all centuries, then, resembled ours? Has man, as in our day, alWays bout to be accomplished; and among the peoples who have seen it operating
had before his eyes a world where nothing is linked, where virtue is without in their midst, I have sought the one in whorr-1 it has attame.d the most com-
genius and genius without honor; where love of order is confused with 3 plete and peaceful developlrfnent, 1]];1 orgfr 2 dlscer? clezrly it natural Gonse:
taste for tyrants and the holy cult of freedom with contempt for laws; where quences, and toﬂll) ercen:r,n possll R met;ns 1;:11 em;g s mf‘ifble -
conscience casts only a dubious light on human actions; where nothing men. I confess that in lfen;a saw Cn}:ore anc:h erlca,[ sought there an
seems any longer to be forbidden or permitted, or honest or shameful, or age of democracy itself, of its penchants, its character, its prejudices, its
true or false? assions; I wanted to become acquainted with it if only to know at least what

—  Shall I think that the Creator has made man so as to leave him to debate we ought to hope or feax: from it.) ) g

endlessly in the midst of the intellectual miseries that surround us? I canngt. In the first part qf £l w.ork ! lhlave iftexetore inied:toishing e d1rect.10n
believe this: God prepares a firmer and calmer future for European societigs; x at demo'cracy,_leff = -Amerlca toits penchz.mts and abandoned almost ‘_mth_
I'am ignorant of his designs, but I will not cease to believe in them [merely] IR G ustincts, has naturally given to the laws, the course it has

because I cannot penetrate them, and I would rather doubt my enlighten- mposed on the government, and in general, the power .it has obtained over
ment than his justice. flairs. I wanted to know what have been the goods and ills produced by it. I

There is one country in the world where the great social revolution I am 1 searched forhﬂg: P r({cau;lonsdﬂ;e A;nencalil N hjl(.i 1jnade‘ l;lsihc)f to direct it, and
speaking of seems nearly to have attained its natural limits; there it has oper- BN« omiticd, and I undertook to distinguish the causes that per-

3 q . cie
ated in a simple and easy manner, or rather one can say that this country sees e govern society.

the results of the democratic revolution operating among us without hava My goa(liwas, rd secolled gart,[o paint il;mﬂuence that equality of con-
e T e ditions and government by democracy in America exert on civil society, on

The emigrants who came to settle in America at the beginning of the sey- b,its’ . and mores; bUt.I ain beginaing to feel less ardent ¢o achicve this
enteenth centiry in some fashion disengaged the democratic principle from S n]B Qe <ould provide for the task I had _proposed iy D
all those against which it struggled within the old societies of Europe, and : .rk-wﬂl e become a]most_useless. AROIES w111. soon O rea ders the
they transplanted it alone on the shores of the New World. There it could hiicaties of the American character, and hiding the gravity of the

grow in freedom, and advancing along with mores, develop peacefully m' °11;#t?:tsd‘;“dei R light veil, lend to truth charms with which I would not be
laws. 1 iy

It appears to me beyond doubt that sooner or later we shall arrive, like the ] [ do not know if I have succeeded in making known what I saw in
Americans, at an almost complete equality of conditions. I do not conclude erica, but I am sure of sincerely having had the desire to do so and of
from this that we are destined one day necessarily to draw the political conse-
quences the Americans have drawn from a similar social state. I am very
far from believing that they have found the only form of government that
democracy can give itself; but it is enough that in the two countries the gen-
erative cause of laws and mores be the same, for us to have an immense
interest in knowing what it has produced in each of them.

Therefore it is not only to satisfy a curiosity, otherwise legitimate, that I
have examined America; I wanted to find lessons theré from which we could
profit. One would be strangely mistaken to think that T wanted to make a

~ 1 At the time I published the first edition of this work, M. Gustave de Beaumont [1802—
66] my traveling companion in America, was still working on his book, entitled Marie: or,
avery in the United States, which has since appeared [published in 1835 as Marie; ou, Lesclavage
aux Etats-Unis: Tableau de moeurs américaines, in the form of a novel with extensive notes and
ppendices]. Beaumont's principal goal was to put into relief and make known the situation of
egroes in the midst of Anglo-American society. Fis work will throw a vivid new light on the
estion of slavery, a vital question for the united republics. I do not know if T am mistaken,
it seems to me that Beaumont’s book, after having keenly interested those who want to draw
1 its emotion and to find portraits there, will attain a still more solid and lasting success among
ers who first of all desire real insights and profound truths.

13
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never having knowingly succumbed to the need to adapt facts to ideas instead
of submitting ideas to the facts. -
When 2 point could be established with the aid of written documents, |
took care to recur to original texts and to the most authentic and esteemed
works.2 I have indicated my sources in notes, and everyone can verify them,
When it was a question of opinions, political usages, or observations of
mores | sought the most enlightened men to consult. If it happened that
the thing was important or dubious, I did not content myself with one wit-
ness, but made my determination only on the basis of all the testimonies to-
gether. :
Here the reader must necessarily take me at my word. Often I could have
cited as support for what I advance the authority of names known to him, or '
at least worthy of being known; but I have kept myself from doing so. The
stranger often learns important truths in the home of his host that the latter
would perhaps conceal from a friend; with a stranger one is relieved of ob-
ligatory silence; one does not fear his indiscretion because he is passing
through. I recorded each of these confidences as soon as I received it, but
they will never leave my portfolio;* I would rather diminish the success of
my account than add my name to the list of those travelers who send back
sorrows and embarrassments in return for the generous hospitality they
have received. :
1 know that, despite my care, nothing will be easier than to criticize
book if anyone ever thinks of criticizing it. ;
I think those who want to regard it closely will find, in the entire work, 1
mother thought that so to speak links all its parts. But the diversity of the
objects I had to treat is very great, and whoever undertakes to oppose an
isolated fact to the sum of facts I cite or a detached idea to the sum of ideas
will succeed without difficulty. I should therefore wish that one do me
favor of reading me in the same spirit that presided over my work, and

e —

one judge this book by the general impression it leaves, just as I myself de
' (ided, not by such and such a reason, but by the mass of reasons. g _
. Nor must it be forgotten that the author who wants to make himself un-
derstood is obliged to push each of his ideas to all its theoretical conse-
 guences and often to the limits of the false and impractical; for if it is some-
 times necessary to deviate from the rules of logic in actions, one cannot do
soin discourse, and a man finds it almost as difficult to be inconsistent in
*his words as he does ordinarily to be consistent in his actions.

- Iend by pointing out myself what a great number of readers will consider
the capital defect in the work. El:his book is not precisely in anyone’s camp;
' in writing it I did not mean either to serve or to contest any party; I undef,
~ took to see, not differently, but further than the parties; and Whﬂ; the ar-
pied with the next day, I wanted to ponder the futureg ye

*Some of these confidences did leave AT’s portfolio after his death. His travel notebook
have been published under the title Journey to America. :

2. Legislative and administrative documents were furnished to me with a kindness whos
memory still prompts my gratitude. Among the American officials who thus favored my re-
searches I shall cite above all Mr. Edward Livingston [1764-1836), then Secretary of State [unde
Andrew Jackson, 1831-1833] {now Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris [1833-1835]). During my is
to Congtess, Mr. Livingston was very willing to hand over to me most of the documents 1 posse!
relative to the federal government. Mz. Livingston is one of those rare men whom one likes from
having read their writings, whom one admires and honors even before having met them, and
whom one is happy to owe gratitude. [Asa member of the state legislature of Louisiana, Livin
ston wrote his Civil Code of the State of Louisiana (1825); although not adopted by the legisiati
it gained wide influence in Europe and the United States. ’ 3
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The sympathies of the people in favor of France were however deg,

with so much violence that nothing less than the i‘nﬂexible chara
Washington and the immense popularity that he en]'oyed Were need ‘
prevent war from being declared on England. And, st]l'l, the efforts :
austere reason of this great man made to struggle against the ge.nero
unreflective passions of his fellow citizenf. almost took fmn? him th
recompense that he had ever reserved. for himself, the .10ve of his country,
majority pronounced against his policy; now the entire peopl-e approve
If the Constitution and public favor had_not given the dlrecn‘ox; 0
external affairs of the state to Washington, it is certain that the nation
have done then precisely what it condemns today. 3
Almost all the peoples that have acted stronglj{ on the world, those
have conceived, followed, and executed great designs, from the Romg ,.
the English, were directed by an aristocracy, and how can one be astoni
by that? | g : 1
That which is most fixed in the world in its views 1s an a.lrlstocr.a
mass of the people can be seduced by their ignorarx.ce or _the1.r passions;|
can surprise the mind of a king and maki: him v:acﬂlate in his projects;
besides, a king is not immortal. But an aristocratic body is too' nufnero
be captured, too small in number to yielvd readily to the 1'ntomcatlon of
reflective passions. An aristocratic body is a-firm and enlightened man

does not die.

erican institutions the only ones or the best that a democratic people
uld adopt.

o making known what goods the Americans derive from the government
emocracy I am therefore far from claiming or thinking that such advan-

‘ < can be obtained only with the aid of the same laws.*

'ON THE GENERAL TENDENCY OF THE LAWS

NDER THE EMPIRE OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY,

AND ON THE INSTINCT OF THOSE WHO
APPLY THEM

vices of democracy are seen all at once.—Its advantages are perceived only at
h.—~American democracy is often unskillful, but the general tendency of its laws is
ghle.—Public officials under American democracy do not have permanent interests
differ from those of the greatest number. What results from this.

vices and weaknesses of the government of democracy are seen without
ble; they are demonstrated by patent facts, whereas its salutary influence
xerted in an insensible and, so to speak, occult manner, Its faults strike
e at first approach, but its [good] qualities are discovered only at length.,
The laws of American democracy are often defective or incomplete; they
happen to violate acquired rights or to sanction dangerous ones: were
y good, their frequency would still be a great evil. All this is perceived at
t glance.

ow is it therefore that the American republics maintain themselves and
er?

0 [aws, one ought to distinguish carefully the goal they pursue from the
er in which they advance toward this goal; their absolute goodness,
that which is only relative.

me suppose that the object of the legislator is to favor the interests of
lew at the expense of the many; his provisions are combined in such a
hion as to obtain the result that is proposed in the least time and with the

{
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Chapter 6 WHAT ARE THE REAL :‘ 1
ADVANTAGES THAT AMERICAN SOCIETY A
DERIVES FROM THE GOVERNMENT

OF DEMOCRACY

\
2 *See also DA I Intro., 2.9.
Before beginning the present chapter feel the need to reca]l‘ t;)) thlc: re
what I have already indicated several times in the course of this 0(;) : 3

The political constitution of the United States appears to me to be .
the forms that democracy can give to its government; but I do not consi

sheld in that period, it was very frequently perceived that Washington had lost the majority

e House of Representatives, Outside, the violence of language used against him was extreme:
political gathering they did not fear to compare him indirectly to the traitor Arnold (page

. “Those who held to the party of the opposition,” Marshall also says (page 335) (355,
ned that the partisans of the administration composed an aristocratic faction that had

mitted to England and that, wanting to establish a monarchy, was consequently the enemy

tance; a faction whose members constituted a sort of nobility that had the stock of the Bank

ecurities and that so feared every measure that could influence its funds that it was insensitive
e affronts that the honor and the interest of the nation commanded it equally to repel.”

- 2 AL
17. See the fifth volume of the Life of Washington, by Marshall [M”arshall, Vie d(; (;e:r [
ington). “In a government constituted like that of the United St'ates, }-1e 5aYSs, pagr o
magistrate, cannot, whatever his firmness may be, long hold a dike against the tor

”» : ion of
opinion; and the one that prevailed then seemed to lead to war” In fact, in the sessiol
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_ of the men in whom it entrusts power; but it is not so easy to say why the
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least possible effort. The law will be well made, its

i i ith their
i 4 i constantly occupied as they are with
goal bad; it will be 4, e people i democ.rac%es, : . ey
ous in proportion to its very efficacy. be da 3 : al; d jealous of their rights, prevent thelrtrffsfs:?gitgzjn fro
The laws of democracy generally tend to the good of the greatest n fom a certain general line that their interes

for they emanate from the majority of all citizens,
but cannot have an interest contrary to itself.*
Those of aristocracy tend, on the contrary,

power in the hands of the few because aristocra
a minority.

which can be mist, Remark again that if the democrfa\tic magis'frate uses power worse than

s _eone else, he generally possesses 1t for less time. o

: s a more general reason than that one, and more satisfying.

¥ t ﬂ;el’eblz ass important to the good of nations that those who goverp

§ E : talents; but what is perhaps still more important to them is

‘ vmui«sﬂ:o govern do not have interests contrary to the mass of the gov:

I ¢tih c;:' in that case the virtues could become almost useless and the tal

1ed;

. fzfal'th it is important that those who govern not have interests con-
Is::)dor z(ﬁ:ferent from the mass of the governed; I did not say that it is

democracy can be. Master of itself, it is not subject to getting carried ;

sortant that they have interests like those of all the governed, because I do
DO
passing distractions; it has long designs that it knows how to ripen unt] + know that the thing has ever been encountered.

favorable occasion presents itself, Aristocracy proceeds wisely; it knows 1 A political form that equglly favors the developbmen‘t{1 .andviite);p;nz (r)lfo ':1:11.
art of making the collective force of all its laws converge at the same #in e classes of which society is composed has not been Cl%sc'o et (l:ns o
e Lese classes have continued to form almost §o.many :lsnr(lizl nal o
me nation, and experience has proven that it is nearly as :Eerous ! 1}ef
ompletely on any of them for the fate of the others, as to n}l e one paloie

- arbiter of the destinies of another people. When the ric go:lfrr:h : w,
e interest of the poor is always in peril; and w}_len the poor m i’ 5 e aC:
at of the rich runs great risks. What therefore is the advant'age 0f em(:h
acv? The real advantage of democracy is notz as has been said, to a;or e
: osperity of all, but only to serve the well-being of the.e g.reatest[;m.mdesrt.ates
" Those charged with directing the affairs of the public in t}}e nite E
- : often inferior in capacity and morality to the men ’fhat a‘rlstocrfitclzly ;lvzt L
yring to power; but their interest intermingles and is identified Wi e
e majority of their fellow citizens. They can thereforet com;n;1 qten—
nfidelities and grave errors, but they will never systematlc?llj ollow a -
Y dency hostile to that majority; and they cannot succeed in impressing a
exclusi ngerous style on the government. ‘
"-, h‘;f)l::o?eli f‘;e iad adntiyinistration of one magistrate 1.1nder democraf:y. is
anisolated fact that has influence only for the short dm.'anon of that adrnf;?ls(—1
tration. Corruption and incapacity are not common interests that can bin
1 ong themselves in a permanent manner. ‘ .

ez ac?rrufat or incapable nfagistrate will not coml.)il.le his effortsdmth r:lln-t
other magistrate for the sole reason that the latter is incapable an corrt : pIl
like him, and these two men will never work in concert to make c;rfup ;;)1(1
and incapacity flourish in their posterity. On the contrary, the ambition

to monopolize wealth
cy by its nature always f

One can therefore say in a general manner that the object of demogr.
in its legislation is more useful to humanity than is the o
in its.

But there its advantages end. ]

Aristocracy is infinitely more skillful in the science of the legislator

bject of aristo cry

<
It is not so in democracy: its laws are almost always defective or unse
sonable. _
The means of democracy are therefore more imperfect than those of ari
tocracy: often it works against itself, without wanting to; but its goal
more useful, ‘ :
Imagine a society that nature or its constitution has organized in such
manner as to bear the transient operation of bad laws, and that can await th
result of the general tendency of the laws without perishing, and you
conceive that the government of democracy, despite its faults, is still the mo
appropriate of all to make this society prosper. ~
That is precisely what happens in the United States; 1 repeat here what I
have already expressed elsewhere: the great privilege of the Americans is tg
be able to have repairable mistakes. r
I shall say something analogous about public officials. 3
It is easy to see that American democracy is often mistaken in the choice

state prospers in their hands.

Remark first that if those who govern in a democratic state are less honest
or less capable, the governed are more enlightened and more attentive.

*Cf. Rousseau, Social Contract, IT 3.
tDA T 2.5,
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maneuvers of the one will serve to unmask the other. In democracjeg
vices of the magistrate are in general wholly personal to him, f
But public men under the government of aristocracy have a class intey
which, if it is sometimes intermingled with that of the majority, often re
mains distinct from it. That interest forms a common and lasting g
among them; it invites them to unite and to combine their efforts toward
goal that is not always the happiness of the greatest number: it not only bin
those who govern with one another; it also unites them to a considerghy

portion of the governed; for many citizens, without being vested with 5 ‘ - with the taste for old customs, with respect for ancestors and memory

post, make up a part of the aristocracy. 3 £ the past; those who feel it cherish their country as one loves a paternal
The aristocratic magistrate therefore encounters constant support in sog e %he;’ Jove the tranquillity they enjoy; they hold to the peaceful habits
Syaiesne gt slakial mithepremmen:. ] ] f" t;;ave contracted there; they are attached to the memories it presents to
The common object that unites the magistrates in aristocracies to the 1 and even find some sweetness in living there obediently. Often that

tereat of @ part of their contemporaries alio. identifics theriegy subjec . of native country is further exalted by religious zeal, and then one sees
them, 50 to speak, to that of future races. They work for the future asai§ o digies done. It is a sort of religion itself; it does not reason, it believes,
for the present. The aristocratic magistrate is therefore pushed toward ¢ I it acts. Peoples have been encountered who have, in some fashion,
same point all at once by the passions of the governed, by his own, anc 3 onified the native country and have caught a glimpse of it in the prince.
could almost say by the passions of his posterity. ey have therefore carried over to him a part of the sentiment of which

Hc‘)w bf: surpri.sed if he does not resist? Qne often also sees the spirit Jtriotism is composed; they have become haughty with his triumphs and
class in aristocracies carry along even those it does not corrupt and, little e taken pride in his power. There was a time, under the former monarchy,

L the.ir knOWiflg it, malte them accommodate the . E vhen the French experienced a sort of joy in feeling themselves delivered
use and prepare it for their descendants. 4 hout recourse to the arbitrariness of the monarch, and they used to say
I do not know if an aristocracy as liberal as that of England has ever 2 E tily: “We live under the most powerful king in the world.”

isted, which without interruption has furnished men as worthy and enligh Like all unreflective passions, this love of country pushes one to great,
ened to the government of the country. 3

| . - - - d the
i i - ; c Tt eeting efforts rather than to continuity of efforts. After having save
poot s he e fe e st st of e i, and Sl leinatime of criss, i often allows t to decine in the midst ofpeace,
ivi - : en peoples are still simple in their mores and firm 1n their beheis;
the greatest number to the privileges of some: thus England in our day unif E socigty Ir’ests gently on an old order of things whose legitimacy is not
vﬂfﬂnj - the_ e iortunes, and one meets with ISy ntested, one sees this instinctive love of native country reign.
a;tn ﬂl?::; ;2:31 ;::g:v::}rl and i ];)lzroﬁidals,have o dass e g There is another more rational than that one; less ger;erous,fle;si ;;(:ent
i " 3 hay fruitful and more lasting; this one is born of enlighten-
i g : ; rhaps, but more fruitful an 2 : ' '
Elfeva,il; tti}:e gen]iral - COﬂtlm;:)us ml;:i?fﬁ;f go‘;r ernme.nt S ben:ﬁcent‘ ent; it develops with the aid of laws, i.t grows w1th. the exercise of rights,
O;E 'Osihw ;gOVernt;rebo . ;1 zs = SO{net}mes colxlli;rinp - 1d in the end it intermingles in a way with personal interest. A man under-
d ncye:lel:: ’ofte:;e 01:1: : :n 2581()) te mft();regllz lnstltu; c;ns, ; erity ;I;s nds the influence that the well-being of the count;y has f}il- his lcla\«lrjni he
: T ormhe ‘ jows that the law permits him to contribute to producing this well-being,
their vices or errors, wheeeas in aristocratic institnions « screfi d he interests hirf’lself in the prosperity of his country at first as a thing
s samesimes disonsered tht, despitetalents and virtues, brings G is useful to him, and afterwards as his own work.
mbl'lte i Of e ﬂ?em-‘ fhus it o happen ctlh'at;n :. _‘ ut sometimes a moment arrives in the lives of peoples when old customs
C.ratltchgovern(linents Pu;hc' tl}rllentclllo evﬂ WIﬂl(t);:t wz;itlrzgd to, ATGHS em 2  changed, mores destroyed, beliefs shaken, the prestige of memories faded
cies they produce good without having any thought of doing so. i

1

: ON PUBLIC SPIRIT IN THE UNITED STATES
» L .
: ive love of native country.—Reflective patriotism.— Their different characteris-
That people ought to strive with all their strength toward the seco.nd when the
.—;isappears.—-Ejj‘brts the Americans have made to achieve this,— The interest of the

i dual intimately bound to that of the country.

@ re exists a love of native country that has its source principally in the
he _ :

fective, disinterested, and indefinable sentiment that binds the heart of
man to the place where the man was born. This instinctive love intermin-
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away, and when, however, enlightenment remains incomplete and
rights are badly secured or restricted. Then men no longer perceiye the
country except in a weak and doubtful light; they no longer place 3
soil, which has become a lifeless land in their eyes, nor in the usages
ancestors, which they have been taught to regard as a yoke; nor in the
which they doubt; nor in the laws they do not make, nor in the Je
whom they fear and scorn. They therefore see it nowhere, no mere
its own features than with any other, and they withdraw into 5 narr
unenlightened selfishness. These men escape prejudices without reco,
the empire of reason; they have neither the instinctive patriotism of th
archy nor the reflective patriotism of the republic; but they have com,
stop between the two, in the midst of confusion and miseries, ;
What is one to do in such a state? Retreat. But peoples no more comy,
to the sentiments of their youth than do men to the innocent tastes of
first years; they can regret them, but not make them revive, One must
fore go further ahead and hasten to unite in the eyes of the people ind
interest to the interest of the country, for disinterested love of one’s
country is fleeing away without return.
I am surely far from claiming that, to arrive at this result, one ow
accord the exercise of political rights to all men all at once; but I s3
the most powerful means, and perhaps the only one that remains to
interesting men in the fate of their native country is to make them part]
in its government. In our day, the spirit of the city seems to me insep
from the exercise of political rights; and I think that from now on or
see the number of citizens in Burope increase or diminish in Ppropo:
the extension of these rights. 4
How is it that in the United States, where the inhabitants arrived yes

on the soil they occupy, where they have brought neither usages nor
ries; where they meet for the first time without knowing each other;
to say it in a word, the instinct of the native country can scarcely exist
is it that each is interested in the affairs of his township, of his distric
of the state as a whole as in his own? It is that each, in his sphere, tal
active part in the government of society. -
In the United States, the man of the people understands the influen
general prosperity exerts on his happiness—an idea so simple and
little known by the people. Furthermore, he is accustomed to regarg
prosperity as his own work. He therefore sees in the public fortune hi
and he works for the good of the state not only out of duty or out o
but I would almost dare say out of cupidity. 3

One does not need to study the institutions and history of A
to know the truth of what precedes; mores advertise it enough to ou

)i

/o

E i in all that is done in this country, believes himself
F icm,‘mﬁegnrgxrl; all that is criticized there; for not only is his country
g md he himself is: thus one sees his national pride have recourse to

a%cés and descend to all the puerilities of individual vani.ty.. .
. ; nothing more annoying in the habits of life than this 1rr1ta’t_31e
- P f the Americans. A foreigner would indeed consent to praise
o?:ntlhgir country; but he would want to be permitted to blame some-
3 is he is absolutely refused.

; i:}ilisthh:rlesfore a cou)rrfcry of freedom where, in orfier not to wound

: I, the foreigner must not speak freely either of particular pe.yfsons(i or
o ,tate or of the governed, or of those who govern, or of public under-
“ : [ or’of private undertakings; or, finally, of anything one .encounters
Tm,' ;erhaps the climate and the soil;fand sthill, one finds Americans ready
; i had helped to form them.
2 enui ]cjiz;h oiselfnﬂ:zty know hgw to resign oneself and dare to choose be-
1 -' c':he patriotism of all and the government of the few, fo; one cannot at
l;Jﬁte the social force and activity given by the first with the guarantees
: anquillity sometimes furnished by the second.

;JTHE IDEA OF RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES

are no great peoples without an idea of rights.— What is the means af g‘iv"ing the
of rights to the people.—Respect for rights in the United States.—How it arises.

er the general idea of virtue T know of pone more 1.Jeautifull tl}tllan' thatﬂ(:_f
hts, or rather these two ideas are intermmgled. The 1d.eaj1 of rig 1t; is no

» other than the idea of virtue introduced into the poht%cal world.

Ttis with the idea of rights that men have deﬁnt_zd what license .and tyranny
e, Enlightened by it, each could show himself independent V\flthout ero-
nce and submissive without baseness. The man who obeys violence bows
d demeans himself; but when he submits to the right to command that he
cognizes in someone like him, he raises himself in a way abow': the very one
ho commands him. There are no great men without virtue; w1t:hout resPec’f
; rights, there is no great people: one can almost say that there is no sfoc1et¥,
. what is a union of rational and intelligent beings among whom force is
‘ nd? :
-Is:rl::r]t);er what, in our day, is the means of inculcating in men the idea of
ghts and of making it, so to speak, fall upon t.heixj senses; and :hsee ‘onlyer
ne, which is to give the peaceful exercise of certain rights to all of em: O(I;le
es that well among children, who are men except for force an.d expc?r1iir;1 &
fhen the child begins to move in the midst of external objects, ins
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brings him to put to his use all that he encounters in his ha
idea of the property of others, not even of its'existence;
aware of the price of things and he discovers that he can b
his turn, he becomes more circumspect and ends by resp
him what he wants to be respected in himself, ;
What happens to the infant with his playthings happens later tg the
with all the objects that belong to him. Why in America, country of de
racy par excellence, does no one make heard those complaints againgg
erty in general that often ring out in Europe? Is there need to say it? |
that in America there are no proletarians. Fach one, having a particulay
to defend, recognizes the right of property in principle. §
In the political world it is the same. In America, the man of the
has conceived a lofty idea of political rights because he has political righ
that his own are not violated, he does not attack those of others, And
in Burope this same man does not recognize sovereign authority, the An
can submits without murmur to the power of the least of its magistrate;
This truth appears even in the smallest details of the existence of peo}
In France there are few pleasures reserved exclusively for the upper clas
society; the poor man is admitted almost everywhere the wealthy mar
enter: so he is seen to conduct himself with decency, and to respect ey
thing that serves enjoyments he shares. In England, where wealth
privilege of pleasure like the monopoly of power, they complain that w
the poor man comes to introduce himself furtively into the place des
for the pleasures of the rich he likes to cause useless damage: how can on
surprised at this?—they have taken care that he has nothing to lose.
The government of democracy makes the idea of political rights des
to the least of citizens, as the division of goods puts the idea of the rig
property in general within reach of all men. There is one of its greatest mg
in my eyes. ]
Ido not say that it is an easy thing to teach all men to make use of polit
rights; I say only that when that can be done, the resulting effects are gre
And I add that if there is a century in which such an undertaking o
to be attempted, that century is ours. 3
Do you not see that religions are weakening and that the divine notic
rights is disappearing? Do you not find that mores are being altered, and
with them the moral notion of rights is being effaced? 2 .
Do you not perceive on all sides beliefs that give way to reasoning, :
sentiments that give way to calculations? If in the midst of that
disturbance you do not come to bind the idea of rights to the personal int

nds; he
but as he is
¢ stripped of
ecting in thog

nerefore when I am told that the laws are weak and the govcfrned. tu.rbu-
E t passions are lively and virtue without power, and that in this situa-
- must not think of augmenting the rights of democracy, I re_spond

-O l:'!el) cause of these very things that I believe one must think of it; and
i 1sI :hjnk that governments have still more interest in it than society,
:,i;mments perish, and society cannot die. Furthermore, I do not want
' le of America.
uz;::ricj,{at?llf people were vested with political rights at a period when
difficult for them to make bad use of them, because. the citizens were
'd simple in mores. In becoming larger, Americans .chd not s0 to speak
“ease the powers of democracy; rather, they extended its do.n?am. '

One cannot doubt that the moment when one ac?ords political rlglrvlt.s to
'ople who have been deprived of them until then is a moment of crisis, a
often necessary, but always dangerous. ' ‘
he child puts to death when he is ignorant of the price of life; h? takes
the property of others before knowing that one can ro'bl him .of his. The
1 of the people, at the instant when he is accorded political 1:1ght§, f:lnd.s
eIf, in relation to his rights, in the same position as the child vis-a-vis
aature, and that is the case in which to apply to him these celebrated
ds: Homo puer robustus* N
his truth is exposed in America itself. The states where citizens have en-
d their rights longest are those where they know best how to make use
‘ : em' . .

Dne cannot say it too often: There is nothing more prolific in n.1arve.ls
an the art of being free; but there is nothing harder than the apprentlceishlp
eedom. It is not the same with despotism. Despotism often presents 1Fself
he mender of all ills suffered; it is the support of good law, .the sustainer
he oppressed, and the founder of order. Peoples fall asleep in the bosom
the temporary prosperity to which it gives birth; and whe'n they ayz'\vaken,
v are miserable. Freedom, in contrast, is ordinarily born in the m1ds.t ?f
ms, it is established painfully among civil discords, and only when it is
[d can one know its benefits.

ON RESPECT FOR THE LAW IN
THE UNITED STATES

pect of Americans for the law.—Paternal love that they feel for it.— Personal interest
hat each finds in increasing the power of the law.

‘ *“Man is a robust boy” AT wrote “famous from Hobbes” in a draft note. See Thomas Hob-
i es, De Cive, Preface, though Hobbes says vir malus (a wicked man) instead of homo. Cf, Jean-
then remain to you to govern the world, except fear? B .. Do o the Origin of Incqualiy, pazt 1.

f
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E
1 f the mind of the rich can produce a muted discontent;
lently troubled by it; because the same reason that pre-
m granting his confidence to the legistator prevex;:s

e his commandments. He does not make the law beca.m.snle e
- defyu:ig es not dare to violate it because of his wealth. In civilized
b and 4 0ra.ll only those who have nothing to lose who revolt. So,
ons 1t 13 genlftws Zf democracy are not always respectable, they are almost
- lfthed- for those who generally violate the laws cannot .fe}ﬂ to obey
E. resp::lite i}ave made and from which they profit, and citizens who
* - eyinteres’t in breaking them are brought by character and by
i aIlb it to the will of the legislator, whatever it may be. P:urther—
oo Iln in America obey the law not only because it is their work,
g peols’:'f_hey can change it when by chance it hurts them; they sub-

aIS('}tbi;C:;e first place as an evil that is imposed by themselves and after
to i

It is not always permissible to call the entire people, either djrecﬂy o
rectly, to the making of the law; but one cannot deny that when that is py.
cable, the law acquires great authority from it. That popular orje;
often harms the goodness and wisdom of legislatio
to its power.

Thereis a prodigious force in the expression of the will of a whole 1
When it is uncovered in broad dayli

ght, the very imagination of those
would wish to struggle against it is overwhelmed.
The truth of this is well known to parties. F
And so one sees them contest for a majority everywhere they can,
they lack it among those who have voted, they place it among those whg
abstained from voting, and when it still happens to escape them there, -
find it among those who did not have the right to vote. 3
In the United States, excepting slaves, domestics, and indigents nouris
by the townships, there is no one who is not an elector, and whoever hae
title concurs indirectly in the law. Those who want to attack the laws
therefore reduced to doing openly one of these two things: the must e 3
change the opinion of the nation or ride roughshod over its wlg 4 TIVITY REIGNING IN ALL PART S‘ ?; FTLI;IJ};‘,I?XSEY
Add to this first reason, another more direct and more powerful, th "pOLITIC OF THE UNITED STATES; ady
the United States each finds a sort of personal interest in everyone’s obe 4 THAT IT EXERTS ON SOCIE b
the laws; for whoever does not make up a part of the majority today - ; litical activity reigning in the United States than o
perhaps be in its ranks tomorrow; and the respect that he pjrof:ysses 1oy Qi ificus o concetve Ofet:;li;zere.——The g?éatmovement that constantly agitates
the will of the legislator he will soon have occasion to require for his, H
ever distressing the law may be, the inhabitant of the United States subs
to it without trouble, therefore, not only as the work of the greatest num
but also as his own; he considers it from the point of view of a contrai
which he would have been a party. 3
One therefore does not see in the United States a numerous and alw
turbulent crowd, which, regarding the law as a natural enemy, casts
glances of fear and suspicion on it. On the contrary, it is impossible ne
perceive that all classes show great confidence in the legislation that rules
country and feel a sort of paternal love for it. e
I'am mistaken in saying all classes. In America, the European ladde
powers being reversed, the rich are found in a position analogous to tha
the poor in Europe; it is they who often mistrust the law. I have said it ¢
where: the real advantage of democratic government is not to guarantee
interests of all, as it has sometimes been claimed, but only to protect
of the greatest number.* In the United States, where the poor man gover
the rich always have to fear lest he abuse his power against them. 3

. o
! alsposmon_
ociety is not vio
« the rich man fro

b3
n, contributes sing

¢ as a passing evil.

freedo: uality encount 1m0 nily @
'lature': i‘:rtf:ly mtay episode, a prolongation of this universal movement.—Difficulty

; ith hi irs.—Political agita-
i i i I only with his own affairs.
‘ tnerican finds in occupying himse o ' ~Pol e
t:h::;ds into ciﬁil society.—Industrial activity of the Americans coming ;r; f:;tcrﬁ"z i
cguse _Indirect advantages that society derives from the government ¢

i : . ' )
en one passes from a free country into another that 1sc1 not, one 1stst;u;:e
k. i ivi ement; here,
i tacle: there, all is activity and mov
a very extraordinary spec 1l e
i i the one, it is only a questio )
seems calm and immobile. In e
‘ ety in the other, after having acq
d progress; one would say that society ‘ S
i in order to enjoy them. Nevertheless, '
00ds, aspires only to rest in or: : :
'gthat éivei itself so much agitation so as to be happg g ge':llllefslllj;tnilrfd
i th its lot.
that appears so satishied wi
nd more prosperous than the one BN
: ideri has trouble conceiving how s
considering them both, one pad
seeds make themselves felt daily in the first, whereas one seems to feel so
the second. ' .
' If this remark is applicable to free countries that .have pFes‘ervteiﬁ 'chzre =
archical form and to these where aristocracy domma'tes, itiss m1e R
n democratic republics. There, it is no longer one portion of the peop
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- stain countries, the inhabitant only accepts with a sort of repugnance
E ts that the law accords him; it seems that to occupy him with

A - all'i h ; . .
; POh:llcintefests is to steal his time, and he likes to enclose himself in a
mMmo:

row selfishness of which four ditches topped by a hedge form the exact

care. It is not only a question of providing for the needs and the ¢
of one class, but of all classes at the same time. _
It is not impossible to conceive the immense freedom that Americm
joy; one can get an idea of their extreme equality as well; but what one cans
comprehend without having already been witness to it is the political gt
that reigns in the United States. '
Scarcely have you descended on the soil of America when you find .,,
self in the midst of a sort of tumult; a confused clamor is raised on all sig,
a thousand voices come to your ear at the same time, each of them eXpressi
some social needs. Around you everything moves: here, the people of o
neighborhood have gathered to learn if a church ought to be built; the
they are working on the choice of a representative; farther on, the d
of a district are going to town in all haste in order to decide about g
local improvements; in another place, the farmers of a village abandon
furrows to go discuss the plan of a road or a school. Citizens assemb
the sole goal of declaring that they disapprove of the course of governn ,_
whereas others gather to proclaim that the men in place are the fathe
their country.* Here are others still who, regarding drunkenness as the p
cipal source of the evils of the state, come solemnly to pledge themselve
give an example of temperance.! .
The great political movement that constantly agitates American legi :
tures, the only one that is perceived from the outside, is only one episo
and a sort of prolongation of the universal movement that begins in the loy
est ranks of the people and afterwards spreads gradually to all classes of
zens. One cannot work more laboriously at being happy. 3
It is difficult to say what place the cares of politics occupy in the life of
man in the United States. To meddle in the government of society and
speak about it is the greatest business and, so to speak, the only pleasure th
an American knows. This is perceived even in the least habits of life: wome

ONVenienc

1 > the contrary, from the moment when an American were reduced to
; E ing himself only with his own affairs, he would have been robbed of
CU

£ his existence; he would feel an immense void in his days, and he would
o D

incredibly unhappy.® ' ' .
. deg that if despotism ever comes 10 be established in America,

:,,;;n ﬁijs;::)re difficulties in defeating the habits to which freedom has
en birth than in surmounting the love of freedom itself. . "
 This agitation, constantly reborn, that the goverannt of .emoc.racyl o
troduced into the political world, passes afterwards into civil so?xety.
" knoW if, all in all, that is not the greatest advanta.ge of democratic gov:,}rln—
sent, and I praise it much more because of what it causes to be done than
it does. '
=1:J1ilsatitlltcgntestable that the people often (.]irect. public aff.alrs ;ery bad.lz:;f
Jut the people cannot meddle in public affallrs w?thout having the scope_d
heir ideas extended and without having their mmdf be seen to go outside
eir ordinary routine. The man of the people who is f:alled to the govern-
ment of society conceives a certain self-esteern. -As he is then a power, vetliy
enlightened intellects put themselves at the service of h1s"People cor}sta}ri' y
‘a themselves to him to get his support, and in seekmg t'o deceive lim
a thousand different manners, they enlighten him. In po_htms‘, he part1c1-1
sates in undertakings that he has not conceived, but t_hat gwe‘hnn a genera
aste for undertakings. Every day people indicate to hxrfn new 1mprovemejnts
make to the common property; and he feels the desire be':mg born to im-
prove what is personal to him. He is perhaps ne%therhmor}fi:lrilzgsrssgssr I;ag;
themselves often go to political assemblies and, by listening to political di piet, but he is more enhg.ht_ene.d a1_r1d mf)rfn :Ztltv: tth ea;hYSi E; e
courses, take a rest from household tedium.! For them, clubs replace theates ot doubt that democr.atlc institutions, jo et
gOlI’lg to a certain pOiIlt. An American does not know how to converse, -:‘ Auntry" are not the direct C.ause, fas zl(:l Srz‘anzfopbe ]iemar 1,( L =
he discusses; he does not discourse, but he holds forth. He always speaks e of the prod;glol}s motion O'tHL ! th)é L 1 il e
you as to an assembly; and if he happens by chance to become heated, States. Laws do not give birth to it, bu peop

= s 5 ] g 4 ma ki gthe law.
will say “sirs” in addressing his interlocutor, " When the enemies of democracy claim that one alone does better what he

akes charge of than the government of all, it seems to me that they are right.

1d

* Patrie, elsewhere “native country.”

TOr “annoyances”: ennuis. d

1. Temperance societies are associations whose members pledge to abstain from strong
quors. On my visit to the United States, temperance societies already counted more than 270,0¢
mernbers, and their effect had been to diminish consumption of strong liquors in the state
Pennsylvania alone by 500,000 gallons a year.

3 i the Caesars.

2, The same fact was already observed in Rome under )

i Montesquieu remarks somewhere [On the Greatness of the Romans and Their Defadfnce, X?;
2| that nothing eqﬁaled the despair of certain Roman citizens who, after the agitations o
political existence, suddenly reentered the calm of private life.
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; 1 to be more profitable to men than genius; if

The government of one alone, supposing equality of enlightenmen g e vittes bt peacefil habits; if you would

eason appears 10 YO

sides, puts more coherence into its undertakings than the multitude; it ( is not to Cr,eat:s hzn d if you prefer to find fewer great actions on
more perseverance, more of an idea of an ensemble, more Perfectigp . vices than ::;1 nlner:counter fewer enormities; if instead of acting
tail, a more just discernment in the choice of men. Those who deny o that you W= t is enough for you to live in the midst of a prosper-
things have never seen a democratic republic or have judged by or y rilliant SoaetthYl rincipal object of a government, according to you,
examples. Democracy, even if local circumstances and the dispositiong o . if, finally, the

i the entire body of
i + force or the most glory possible to ire bo
g e m;:ocure the most well-being for each of the individuals

- t to i X .-
E :euit and to have each avoid the most misery, then equalize condi
mpo

E : ent of a democracy.

| stitute the governm . : '

2 c?nno Jonger time to make a choice and if a force superior to man
ere is

- carries you along toward one of the two governments with‘out con-
: desires, seek at least to derive from it all the good that it can do;
: i - - .
YOllfg its good instincts as well as its evil penchants, strive to restrict

owin,
s of the latter and develop the former.

people permit it to be maintained, does not present to the eye adminies
regularity and methodical order in government; that is trye,
freedom does not execute each of its undertakings with the same pe
as intelligent despotism; often it abandons them before having recejve |
fruit, or it risks dangerous ones: but in the long term democracy prog
more than despotism; it does each thing less well, but it does more th
Under its empire, what is great is above all not what public administys
executes but what is executed without it and outside it. Democracy dogg
give the most skillful government to the people, but it does what the g
skillful government is often powerless to create; it spreads a restive act
through the whole social body, a superabundant force, an energy that g
exists without it, and which, however little circumstances may be favora
can bring forth marvels. Those are its true advantages. k-
In this century, when the destinies of the Christian world appear t
unresolved, some hasten to attack democracy as an enemy power wh
is still getting larger; others already adore it as a new god that issues fr
nothingness; but both know the object of their hatred or their desire ¢
imperfectly; they do combat in the shadows and strike only haphazard]
What do you ask of society and its government? We must understs
each other. 2
Do you want to give a certain loftiness to the human spirit, a gene
way of viewing the things of this world? Do you want to inspire in me
sort of contempt for material goods? Do you desire to give birth to o
maintain profound convictions and to prepare for great devotions? 2
Is it a question for you of polishing mores, of elevating manners, of ma
ing the arts shine? Do you want poetry, renown, glory? ;
Do you intend to organize a people in such a manner as to act strong
on all others? Do you destine it to attempt great undertakings and, whate
may be the result of its efforts, to leave an immense mark on history?
If this is, according to you, the principal object that men ought to propo
for themselves in society, do not take the government of democracy; it wo
surely not lead you to the goal. 3
But if it seems to you useful to turn the intellectual and moral activity [
man to the necessities of material life and to employ it in producing well
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apter7 ON THE OMNIPOTENCE OF
{E MAJORITY IN THE UNITED STATES

fD ITS EFFECTS

: ‘aI force of the majority in democracies.—Most of the American constitutions haj/e

Scially increased this natural force.—How.—Imperative mandates. -~Moral empire
e majority.—Opinion of its infallibility.—Respect for its rights. What augments it
he United States.

'of the very essence of democratic governments that the emp'ire of Fhe
jority is absolute; for in democracies, outside the majority there is nothing
at resists it. ‘

Most of the American constitutions have also sought to augment this nat-
al force of the majority artificially.!

1. We have seen, during the examination of the federal constitution [DA 1 1.8}, tgat ie
slators of the Union made contrary efforts. The result of these efforts was to r;n r;r f
eral government more independent in its sphere than ﬂ.la-t of the states. But the fe t; ) g:J\ll

nent is scarcely occupied with any but external affairs; it is the state governments that really

irect American society.
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