
2021 AHI Conference: Patriotism Ancient and Modern 

June 11-13, 2021 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy 

Fruitland, Idaho 

Friday, June 11 

8:30-9:45 Breakfast 

10:00-11:45 Session 1: Ancient Patriotism  
(Discussion Leader: Timothy Burns) 
Readings:  

• Herodotus IX.1-11
• Thucydides: Theseus’ Athens and the Funeral Oration (2.14-17, 34-47)
• Speech of the Plataeans (3.51-68);
• First speech of Nicias (6.9-14)
• Speech of Alcibiades at Sparta (6.88-93)
• Aristotle, Politics 1.2; 3.1-9
• Cicero, De Officiis, 1.46-77; 1.157-160; 2.15-18, 2.74-77; 3.14-18, 27-8.

12:00-12:45 Lunch 

1:00-2:45 Session 2: The Rise of Modern Patriotism 
(Discussion Leader: Scott Yenor) 
Readings:  

• Machiavelli, The Prince, Chapters 3, 6-7, 17-19.
• Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, Book 3, Chapter 1.

2:45-3:15 Break 

3:15-5:00 Session 3: Self-Interest and Modern Patriotism 
(Discussion Leader: Scott Yenor) 
 Readings: 

• Tocqueville, Democracy in America, “Author’s Introduction” and 1.2.6
• Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 2.6;  1.2.6

5:00 Dinner 
Saturday, June 12 

8:30-9:45 Breakfast 

10:00-11:45 Session 4: The Problem of Modern Patriotism  
(Discussion Leader: Arthur Milikh) 

• Letter to D’Alembert, on the Theatre (Bloom trans) first half

12:00-12:45 Lunch 

1:00-2:45 Session 5: Rousseauian Patriotism  
(Discussion Leader: Arthur Milikh) 

• Letter to D’Alembert, on the Theatre (Bloom trans) second half





Passages from the works of modern political philosophers bearing on patriotism 

Thomas Hobbes: 
 Leviathan [1651], edited by Edwin Curley (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 1994). 
17.1 (106) “The final cause or end for which human beings establish a commonwealth, is the 
foresight of their own preservation, and a more contented life thereby.” 

John Locke: 
Second Treatise of Government [1688], in Two Treatises of Government, Peter Laslett, editor 
(Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1988). 
§3. “POLITICAL POWER, then, I take to be a RIGHT of making laws with penalties of death,
and consequently all less penalties, for the regulating and preserving of property, and of
employing the force of the community, in the execution of such laws, and in the defense of the
commonwealth from foreign injury; and all this only for the public good.
§42. “the increase of lands, and the right employing of them, is the great art of government…
§ 44. “ From all which it is evident, that though the things of nature are given in common, yet
man, by being master of himself, and proprietor of his own person, and the actions or labor of it,
had still in himself the great foundation of property; and that, which made up the great part of
what he applied to the support or comfort of his being, when invention and arts had improved the
conveniences of life, was perfectly his own, and did not belong in common to others.”
§ 45. “Thus labor, in the beginning, gave a right of property, wherever any one was pleased to
employ it upon what was common, which remained a long while the far greater part, and is yet
more than mankind makes use of. Men, at first, for the most part, contented themselves with
what unassisted nature offered to their necessities: and though afterwards, in some parts of the
world, (where the increase of people and stock, with the use of money, had made land scarce,
and so of some value) the several communities settled the bounds of their distinct territories, and
by laws within themselves regulated the properties of the private men of their society, and so, by
compact and agreement, settled the property which labor and industry began; and the leagues
that have been made between several states and kingdoms, either expressly or tacitly disowning
all claim and right to the land in the others possession, have, by common consent, given up their
pretenses to their natural common right, which originally they had to those countries, and so
have, by positive agreement, settled a property amongst themselves, in distinct parts and parcels
of the earth; yet there are still great tracts of ground to be found, which (the inhabitants thereof
not having joined with the rest of mankind, in the consent of the use of their common money) lie
waste, and are more than the people who dwell on it do, or can make use of, and so still lie in
common; tho' this can scarce happen amongst that part of mankind that have consented to the use
of money.

Jean Jacques Rousseau:  
Discourse on the Arts and Sciences [1750], R. Masters and J. Masters, translators (New York: St. 
Martin’s Press, 1964), pp. 50-51. 
“[T]hese vain and futile declaimers go everywhere armed with their deadly paradoxes, 
undermining the foundations of faith, and annihilating virtue. They smile disdainfully at the old -
fashioned words of fatherland and religion, and devote their talents and philosophy to destroying 
and debasing all that is sacred among men… 
Ancient politicians incessantly talked about morals and virtue, those of our time talk only of 
business and money.” 
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Gotthold Ephraim Lessing: 
Ernst and Falk: dialogues for Freemasons [1778], in Lessing, Philosophical and Theological 
Writings, H.B. Nisbet, ed. (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 191. 

Falk: “States unite human beings so that each individual may enjoy his share of happiness better 
and more securely through and within this union. —The sum of the individual happiness of all its 
members is the happiness of the state. There is none at all apart from this. Every other happiness 
of the state whereby even the smallest number of individual members suffer, and must suffer, is a 
cloak for tyranny. Nothing else!” 

Jacques Turgot, Baron de Laune: 
“Letter to Dr. Richard Price, 22 March 1778.” (Published in Observations on the Importance of 
the American Revolution, and the Means of Making it a Benefit to the World, by Richard Price, 
D. D. L. L. D, and Fellow of the Royal Society of London, and of the Academy of Arts and
Sciences in New England. Printed in London in 1784. Re-printed in Boston in 1784, by Powars
and Willis.)
(75): “The knot is untied in regard to America. Lo she is independent irrecoverably! Will
she be free and happy? Will this new people, situated so advantageously to give to the
world the example of a constitution wherein man may enjoy all his rights, exercise freely
his whole faculties and be governed only by nature, by reason, and by justice, know how
to form such a constitution? know how to fix it upon everlasting foundations, by
guarding against all the causes of division and corruption which would sap it by degrees
and overturn it?
(76): I am not satisfied, I own, with any constitutions which have as yet been framed by
the different American States… (77): I do not perceive that there has been sufficient
cause to reduce to the lowest possible number the kinds of business which the
government of each State is to manage…
Nor do I perceive that due attention has been paid to the great distinction, and the only
one founded in nature, between two classes of men; I mean those who are proprietors in
lands and those who are not; —to their (78) interests and consequently to their different
rights, with respect to legislation, to the administration of justice and of the police, to the
contribution for public expenses and to their employments.
No fixed principle is established in regard to imposts. Each State is supposed to be at
liberty to tax itself at pleasure, and to lay its taxes upon persons, consumptions, or
importations, that is to say, to erect an interest contrary to that of the other States.
They suppose in all the States that they have a right to regulate commerce. They even
authorize the executive bodies or the governors to prohibit the exportation of certain
products upon particular occasions; so far are they from seeing that the law of entire
liberty of all commerce is a corollary of the right of property; so far are they still
involved in the mists of European illusions.
In the general union of the States with one another, I do not see a coalition, a melting of
all the parts together, so as to make the body one and homogeneous. It is only an
aggregate of parts, always too separate, and which have a continual tendency to divide
themselves, from the diversity of their laws, their manners, and their opinions; from the
inequality of their present strength, but more still from the inequality of their future
progress.
(79) … This whole edifice has been supported until now upon the false basis of very
ancient and very vulgar policy; upon the prejudice which nations, which provinces may
have concerning interests as a province or a nation, different from those which
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individuals have of being free and defending their properties against robbers and 
conquerors: —a pretended interest in carrying on more commerce than others, in not 
buying merchandize of foreigners, but in forcing these to consume our productions and 
the works of our manufacturers:—a pretended interest in having more extensive territory, 
in acquiring such and such a province, such and such an island, such and such a town—
an interest in inspiring other nations with dread:—an interest in excelling them in the 
glory of arms or that of arts and sciences. 
Each of these prejudices is cherished in Europe, because the ancient rivalry of nations 
and the ambition of princes obliges all States to be in arms for defense against their 
armed neighbors, and to regard a military force as the principal object of government. 
Such is the good fortune of America that she cannot have for a long time an external 
enemy to fear, if she does not become self-divided; therefore she may and ought to 
estimate, at their true value, those pretended interests, those (80) grounds of discord 
which are all that can endanger her liberty. The sacred principle of freedom of commerce 
being considered as the necessary consequence of the right of property, all the pretended 
interests of trade vanish before it. The pretended interest of possessing more or less 
territory vanishes also when the territory is justly considered as not belonging to nations 
but to the individual proprietors of the soil; and when the question whether such a canton 
or such a village ought to belong to such a province or such a state is not decided by the 
pretended interest of that province or that state, but by the interest which the inhabitants 
of the canton or village have in assembling themselves to transact their affairs in places 
the most convenient of access; when that interest, being measured by the length or 
shortness of the way which a man can go to manage his most important, without too 
much injury to his common, concerns, becomes the natural and physical measure of the 
extent of the jurisdiction of States, and establishes, throughout, an equilibrium of extent 
and power which annihilates all the danger of inequality and all pretentions of 
superiority. 
(81) The interest of being dreaded becomes null when we make no demands, and when
we are in a situation not to be attacked even by a considerable force with any hope of
success.
The glory of arms cannot compare with the felicity of living in peace. The glory of arts
and sciences belongs to every one who has spirit to acquire it. There is an harvest of this
kind abundantly sufficient for every body; the field of discoveries cannot be overtilled,
and ALL profit by the discoveries of ALL.
I imagine that the Americans have not felt these truths so strongly as they ought to be felt
by them for the security of the happiness of their posterity.”

Alexander Hamilton: 
The Federalist Papers, ed. Clinton Rossiter (New York: Signet Classic, 2003). 
Federalist 8 (pp. 68-69): “It may, perhaps, be asked, by way of objection to this, why did not 
standing armies spring up out of the contentions which so often distracted the ancient republics 
of Greece? Different answers, equally satisfactory, may be given to this question. The 
industrious habits of the people of the present day, absorbed in the pursuits of gain, and devoted 
to the improvements of agriculture and commerce, are incompatible with the condition of a 
nation of soldiers, which was the true condition of the people of those republics. The means of 
revenue, which have been so greatly multiplied by the increase of gold and silver and of the arts 
of industry, and the science of finance, which is the offspring of modern times, concurring with 
the habits of nations, have produced an entire revolution in the system of war, and have rendered 



4 

disciplined armies, distinct from the body of the citizens, the inseparable companions of frequent 
hostility.” 

Federalist 12 (p. 86): “The prosperity of commerce is now perceived and acknowledged by all 
enlightened statesmen to be the most useful as well as the most productive source of national 
wealth, and has accordingly become a primary object of their political cares. By multiplying the 
means of gratification, by promoting the introduction and circulation of the precious metals, 
those darling objects of human avarice and enterprise, it serves to vivify and invigorate the 
channels of industry, and to make them flow with greater activity and copiousness. The 
assiduous merchant, the laborious husbandman, the active mechanic, and the industrious 
manufacturer, —all orders of men, look forward with eager expectation and growing alacrity to 
this pleasing reward of their toils.”  

Alexis de Tocqueville: 
Democracy in America [1835], Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop, translators and editors 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), Volume I, part ii, ch.6, p. 235. 

“…if, finally, the principal object of a government, according to you, is not to give the most 
force or the most glory possible to the entire body of the nation, but to procure the most well-
being for each of the individuals who compose it and to have each avoid the most misery, then 
equalize conditions and constitute the government of a democracy.”  

Karl Marx: 
The Communist Manifesto [1848], in The Marx-Engels Reader, second edition, Richard Tuck, 
ed. (New York: Norton, 1978), 475-76. 

“The bourgeoisie, whenever it has got the upper hand, has put an end to all feudal, patriarchal, 
idyllic relations. It has pitilessly torn asunder the motley feudal ties that bound man to his 
‘natural superiors,’ and that has left remaining no other nexus between man and man than naked 
self-interest, than callous ‘cash payment.’ It has drowned the most heavenly ecstasies of religious 
fervor, of chivalrous enthusiasm, of philistine sentimentalism, in the icy water of egotistical 
calculation. It has resolved personal worth into exchange value, and in place of the numberless 
indefeasible chartered freedoms, has set up that single, unconscionable freedom—Free Trade. In 
one word, for exploitation, veiled by religious and political illusions, it has substituted naked, 
shameless, direct, brutal exploitation. The bourgeoisie has stripped of its halo every occupation 
hitherto honored and looked up to with reverent awe. It has converted the physician, the lawyer, 
the priest, the poet, the man of science, into its paid wage-laborers.”  
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