
Readings for Sessions I-III 

Session I:  History: Past and Future 

Thomas Jefferson, “Summary View of the Rights of British America,” 1774, 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/jeffsumm.asp 

Thomas Jefferson to John Randolph, 8/25/1775, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-01-02-0121 

Alexander Hamilton, The Continentalist No. III, 8/8/1781, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-02-02-1186 

Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 1/30/1787, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-11-02-0095 

Alexander Hamilton, Federalist #1, 10/27/1787, 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed01.asp 

Alexander Hamilton, Federalist #6, 11/14/1787, 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed06.asp 

Alexander Hamilton to Lafayette, 10/6/1789, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-05-02-0202 

Thomas Jefferson to Benjamin Vaughan, 5/11/1791, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-20-02-0134 

Alexander Hamilton, “Views on the French Revolution,” 1794 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-26-02-0002-0442 

Thomas Jefferson to Aaron Burr, 2/11/1799, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-31-02-0015 

Alexander Hamilton, “Purchase of Louisiana,” New-York Evening Post, 7/5/1803, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-26-02-0001-0101 

Thomas Jefferson to John Breckinridge, August 12, 1803, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-41-02-0139 

Thomas Jefferson to Samuel Kercheval, 7/12/1816, 

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/letter-to-samuel-kercheval/ 

Thomas Jefferson to James Breckinridge, 2/15/1821, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/98-01-02-1839 

Session II:  Freedom 
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Alexander Hamilton to John Jay, 26 November 1775 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-01-02-0060 

Alexander Hamilton to John Jay, 3/14/1779, 

https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Letter_from_Alexander_Hamilton_to_John_Jay_March_1

4_1779 

Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom,”  6/18/1779, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-02-02-0132-0004-0082 

Thomas Jefferson, Query 18, “Manners,” Notes on the State of Virginia (1781), 

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/notes-on-the-state-of-virginia-query-xviii-

manners/ 

Alexander Hamilton, A Letter from Phocion to the Considerate Citizens of New York, January, 

1784, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-03-02-0314 

Thomas Jefferson to Chastellux, 6/7/1785, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-08-02-0145 

Thomas Jefferson to Jean Nicolas Dèmeunier, 6/26/1786, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-10-02-0001-0006 

Thomas Jefferson to Abigail Adams, 2/22/1787, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-11-02-0182 

Thomas Jefferson to William S. Smith, 11/13/1787, http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/presidents/thomas-

jefferson/letters-of-thomas-jefferson/jefl64.php 

Thomas Jefferson (Philadelphia) to Condorcet, 8/30/1791, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-22-02-0092 

Alexander Hamilton, No Jacobin No. VII, August 23,1793, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-15-02-0208 

Alexander Hamilton, Pacificus, no. 1, 6/29/1793, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-15-02-0038 

Thomas Jefferson to St. George Tucker, 8/28/1797 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-29-02-0405 

Source:  Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 2/5/1799, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-31-02-0005 

Alexander Hamilton to Timothy Pickering, 2/21/1799, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-22-02-0294 
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Alexander Hamilton, 3/3/1802. The Examination, #15, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-25-02-0299 

Thomas Jefferson to James Monroe, 11/24/1801, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-35-02-0550 

Thomas Jefferson to Danbury Baptists, 1/1/1802, https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danpre.html 

Thomas Jefferson to John Breckinridge, 11/24-25, 1803, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-42-02-0030 

Session III:  Republican Government 

Alexander Hamilton to James Duane, 9/3/1780, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-02-02-0838 

Thomas Jefferson, “Draft of a Constitution for Virginia,” May-June, 1783, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-06-02-0255-0004 

Alexander Hamilton, First Speech, New York Ratifying Convention, 6/21/1788, 

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/alexander-hamilton-speech/ 

Alexander Hamilton to Edward Carrington, 5/26/1792, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-11-02-0349 

Alexander Hamilton, Tully No. III, 8/28/1794, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-17-02-0130 

Alexander Hamilton, Draft of Washington’s Farewell Address, 7/30/1796, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-20-02-0181-0002 

Thomas Jefferson to Elbridge Gerry, 1/26/1799, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-30-02-0451 

Alexander Hamilton to Jonathan Dayton, 10-11,1799, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-23-02-0526 

Thomas Jefferson, Draft of the Kentucky Resolutions, 10/ 1798, 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/jeffken.asp 

Alexander Hamilton to Theodore Sedgwick, 2/2/1799, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-22-02-0267 

Alexander Hamilton to James Bayard, 1/16/1801, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-25-02-0169 

Thomas Jefferson, First Inaugural Address, 3/4/1801, 

https://jeffersonpapers.princeton.edu/selected-documents/first-inaugural-address-0 
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Alexander Hamilton to Theodore Sedgwick, 7/10/1804, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-26-02-0001-0264 

Thomas Jefferson to Roger Chew Weightman, 6/24/1826, 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/98-01-02-6179 
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