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Executive Summary 

Renewal in the University: How Academic Centers Restore the Spirit of Inquiry



INTRODUCTION



ISSUES SURROUNDING THE CENTERS

POLITICIZATION



CONTROL OF THE CURRICULUM
ROLES AND IMPACT

Speaker Series and Debates



Undergraduate Fellowships and Services

Research



Book Distribution

Partnering with Local Communities 



The Curriculum

Degree Programs and Certificates



The Clemson Institute for the Study  
of Capitalism

C. Bradley Thompson, who heads the Clemson 

Institute for the Study of Capitalism, is proud of 

the new Lyceum Scholars program, which will give  

scholarships of up to $10,000. 



A NEW WAVE—WHY THESE CENTERS  
ARE DIFFERENT





THE ISSUE OF DONOR INTENT 

THE DRIVERS OF CENTER CREATION 



VERITAS 

James Piereson, who heads the Manhattan 

Institute’s VERITAS Fund, has been helping to 

restore intellectual diversity to the American 

university for three decades.



BB&T



As CEO of the bank BB&T, 

John Allison oversaw 

millions of dollars in grants 

to 63 college campuses.



The Koch Foundations



The Jack Miller Center

THE CENTERS’ PLACE ON CAMPUS: 
CONFLICT AND RESOLUTION



Culture War







Response: Walking the Tightrope



Liberal Centers: A Contrast    

James Otteson directs the Center for the Study of 

Capitalism at Wake Forest University.







GOVERNANCE AND RELATIONSHIP WITH 
SCHOOLS Funding 



Governance



Getting Along



Diplomacy



Proving Themselves

HERE TO STAY





FUTURE TRENDS



CONCLUSION



ABOUT THE POPE CENTER

The John William Pope Center for Higher Education Policy is a nonprofit institute dedicated to improving higher education in 
North Carolina and the nation. Located in Raleigh, North Carolina, it is named for the late John William Pope, who served on 
the Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

The center aims to increase the diversity of ideas discussed on campus, encourage respect for freedom, improve student 
learning, and lower the cost of education to both students and taxpayers. 

To accomplish these goals, we inform parents, students, trustees, alumni, and administrators about actual learning on 
campus and how it can be improved. We inform taxpayers and policymakers about the use and impact of government funds, 
and we seek ways to help students become acquainted with ideas that are dismissed or marginalized on campuses today. 

Jane S. Shaw is the president of the Pope Center. She can be reached at shaw@popecenter.org. More information about the 
Pope Center, as well as most of our studies and articles, can be found on our website at popecenter.org. Donations to the 
center, a 501(c)(3) organization, are tax-deductible.
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